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Welcome to our Term 3 newsletter
Term 3 is the business end of the academic year for senior students who are required to
have completed the majority of their internal assessment and prepare for our practice 
exams early in Term 4. We are really thankful for caregivers having regular conversations
with their sons about their academic progress and put in place an agreed study plan for the 
upcoming two week ‘study break’. This will be the last newsletter before the NCEA exams so
we would like to wish all our students the very best for these.

Term 3 is also our key enrolment term. We are grateful to all our contributing schools for 
allowing us to visit and talk to potential students about the opportunities at NPBHS. We
had a strong turnout at our open day and enrolments are very strong for 2019. We are still 
accepting places for 2019 in both the day school and our high-performing hostel. Please
contact the offi ce on 06 758 5399 as soon as possible if you have not yet decided on your
school for 2019. We will arrange a visit and all the necessary documentation.

Our stakeholder survey ‘Keep Stop Start’ has been postponed until term 4, to keep the focus 
on academics for term 3.

As always, if you have any feedback, suggestions, or concerns, you can call the offi ce or 
email us anytime at: keepstopstart@npbhs.school.nz

Ngā mihi

Mr PJ Verić
Headmaster
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Alumni Meriti
(Distinguished Old Boys)
We were privileged to induct two new members into the Alumni
Meriti - Dr Sam Hazledine and Mr David Bremner. 

Dr Sam Hazledine (1992-1996); entrepreneur, medical thought
leader, international speaker, and number 1 best-selling author, was
inducted into the NPBHS Alumni Meriti group during a special full
school assembly in August.

Mr David Bremner (1989-1993), principal trombone of the New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra, was inducted into the NPBHS
Alumni Meriti group during a special Arts Week full school
assembly in Ryder Hall in September. Mr Bremner is heavily
involved in music education in NZ, previously teaching trombone at
the NZ School of Music for over 10 years, and is currently a trustee
of the Kia Ora Foundation, to name just a few of his outstanding
accomplishments.

What tremendously talented men and what great role-models for
our students to learn from.

Giving back to the 
Community
‘Something for Nothing’ had to be one of the boldest initiatives the 
school has undertaken for some time. Having 55 classes of almost
1200 young men all giving back to the community on the same day 
was a logistical challenge and a sight to behold. Many thanks to all
our young men and the many organisations whom we partnered
with on the day. Giving back to our community was an absolute 
pleasure. The students and staff were very excited and positive 
about this project and we look forward to improving on it again in
2019. Many of our students have continued to volunteer as a result
of this project.

A culture of giving is what will 
keep our communities healthy, 
grounded and vibrant.  

Mr David Bremner

Dr Sam Hazledine



Term 3 Highlights
Picking our student leaders is an incredibly diffi cult task. On the 13-
15th September, 27 aspiring year 12 leaders were put through their 
paces at our annual leadership ‘boot camp’ as part of the selection
process for 2019. Once again we have an outstanding group of 
young men and we are looking forward to the naming of our top 6 
leaders at our senior prizegiving on the 1st November.

A small group of staff participated at the annual Taranaki
Secondary Schools Te Kahui Whetu cultural festival. Well done to 
those staff who performed on the night and to those who turned up 
to practice on Thursday mornings before school. 

Cultural Update
The term started off with a very successful ‘Who’s Huia’ showcase
at NPGHS in which many of our musicians and singers performed 
superbly.

The following week saw 30 of our drama students and stage crew 
personnel head to the TSB Showplace for the ‘Les Mis’ Schools 
Programme. This allowed our students to get up close and 
personal with the actors and crew of Les Miserables. It was an 
inspiring session and culminated with the boys staying to watch 
the show.

Term 3 also saw our stage and concert bands compete in both 
Wellington and Hamilton at the NZ Concert Band Festival and the 
Waikato Bands Festival respectively. The boys played incredibly 
well and gained some excellent results at both these events.

Our hip-hop dance crew performed with distinction at the Dance 
NZ Made competition in Palmerston North in mid September. They 
placed 5th out of over 30 acts and were crowd favourites.

Arts week saw a fantastic house music competition and the 
introduction of a new school waiata that the boys can sing with 
pride at special events. The week also featured some Pasifi ka art,
pop-up lunch time music, and DJ events.

Sport News
The U15 rugby team fi nished 15th at the national tournament
having some disappointing results against much bigger opposition.
The U14 team fi nished 2nd in the U14 Super 8 tournament losing
in the last minute to a try from Hastings Boys’ High. The team was
undefeated leading into the fi nal.

The 1st XI football team fi nished 31st at their national tournament.
The team had a tough pool with two semi-fi nalists and the eventual
winners coming from their pool! Junior football went to the
Hillsdene Trophy and fi nished in the top eight; a pleasing result. 2nd
XI football fi nished 5th in the North Island 2nd XI tournament.

The Junior A basketball team fi nished 4th in the zone three
tournament, a big improvement from 14th the year before. The
senior A team fi nished 5th in the national qualifying tournament,
qualifying for the nationals for the 11th year in a row.

The CMK 1st XI hockey team fi nished 15th in the country. The
team were disappointed with this due to their win at Super 8. A goal
from Kings in the last 30 seconds of normal time led to a drop-off 
that the boys unfortunately lost sending them to the 9-16 bracket.
Junior hockey fi nished 12th at their tournament

Our young golf squad did well at nationals, gaining 15th.

We recently appointed a full-time cricket/rugby offi cer - Brad
Bennett. Brad is an old boy and a former cricket and 1st XV player.



Thank you Anton!
The student body of the school nominated Anton Besseling to be their 
representative on the Board of Trustees in mid 2017.  This gave him a 
chance to step up, take responsibility and be the students’ voice.  Anton 
says the year as Student Representative can be described as an amazing
learning curve.  The Student Representative role put Anton in a positive
team environment where he had the ability to contribute to the school 
and its future.  The experiences and skills he gained will stay with him as 
he leaves the school and enters tertiary education. Anton thanks those of 
you who nominated him, and put your trust in him, and for giving him this
opportunity.

Follow us on your favourite social media sites.

Congratulations to the next 
BOT Student Representative - 
Heath Parkes.

All the best for the year ahead!

KEY DATES FOR TERM 4

School Practice Exams
Venue: Ryder Hall
Tuesday, 16th - Friday 19th October

Awards Dinner
Venue: The Devon Hotel
5.30pm, Wednesday, 31st October

Senior Prize-giving
Venue: Ryder Hall
1.00pm, Thursday, 1st November

NCEA L1-3 Exam begins
Venue: Ryder Hall
Wednesday, 7th - Friday 30th November

Junior Exam begins
Monday, 26th - Wednesday, 28th November

Junior Prize-giving/Last day of school
Venue: Ryder Hall
11.05am, Friday, 14th December

npbhs.school.nz
offi ce@npbhs.school.nz

06 758 5399

Our friendly staff are available to chat with you  
Monday-Friday 8.00am-4.30pm.

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH


