Some of the old boys who attended the Alumni Merita including
Chris Taylor, Chair BOT in front of the Head Boy, Henry Boon.

Sir Graeme, in 1966, started the Douglas Pharmaceuticals in Te
Atatu,West Auckland where he was a chemist in the
late 1950s. The company, took off after the first product
he made a cough mixture, became widely successful.
He is still the managing director and the company is
now run by his son, Jeff and he and his brother Richard
appear as directors in the company office records.
He was first made a Member of the NZ Order of Merit
in 1988 and made a Knight Companion in 2011. He
receives the award for his services to philanthropy and
athletics.

Sir David first started in the family paint business in 1947, spent

a few years elsewhere, then returned to take over
management of the firm in 1952 when he was 23.
Over the next 40 years the company adopted many
innovations as it became a household name, before
he sold the business in 1994. Although he has sold
the business he has still continued to have numerous
business interests as well as working on a range of
community activities. Ventures include horticulture,
property development, high technology start-ups
and television production.
He was made a Knight Companion of the NZ Order of Merit in the
Queenís Birthday Honours for services to business and community.
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Nga mihi nui ki a koutou, nga tane tawhito o te kura
Tamatane o Ngamotu.
Greetings Old Boys.
On Monday, 5 March we opened the extension to the
Memorial Block. The facility is used for music tuition and you will remember
the special area set aside to remember Old Boys that died in World War II
and in the wars since then. The extensions are new classrooms and surround
the Memorial Room, which were designed with dignity and sensitivity.
The top level is Languages and below are ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)
and Hospitality (Cooking). There is also an area designated for our international students.
The prefabs that looked over Webster field, between Horticulture, Art and Technology have
been removed so Horticulture will move further up the hill. There are two prefabs left; one
is to be relocated further up the hill and the other will be removed once we have constructed
another Art room.
The old library is no longer the seventh form (Year 13) common room and will become a
Learning Centre available for all students. It will be given a coat of paint, new carpet etc
and it will have wireless for seminars, classes, study, and (nohos). It is envisaged that it will
be a Centre with Maori protocol and a place in the center of the school where we can
welcome (manuhir i) rather than in the prefab at the bottom of the sc hool.
As mentioned the school will have wireless and boys are beginning to bring their own devices,
so they can easily use the internet as a tool for their education. This is teaching and learning
in the 21st Century.
I am delighted with the number of old boys returning to the school (pop-in or ring (06) 7585399 ext 816) for some time with me to escort you around the school and listen to some
of your childhood memories.
This year we will be visiting the other schools, where our 1st XV are playing and will arrange
gatherings. I also intend visiting the universities to keep in touch with our young old boys.
If you are an ex-Head Boy, Dux or 1st XV Captain and want to organise a reunion please
contact us.
You will be aware of our fundraiser for a new Sports Centre and I ask you to give generously.
I will keep you informed of progress.

Headmasterís
Report

Powhiri given by Joe Broughton (19431947) at the opening of the extension
to the Memorial Block.
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BOT Report from,
Chris Taylor, Chair

Hello...
from
David Bennett
Editor, Headmaster
Representative

From the Board.
Strength in numbers.
The teacher makes a difference.
The pool of talent amongst the NPBHS community 2012 looms as a watershed year for the school
has enabled successive Boards to co-opt people with with the new Sports Centre as the major
the necessary skills to fulfil specific roles. project. I commend this to all old boys in the
As the current BOT enters its final year of tenure hope that you will be generous in your support
we will once more dip into this pool. Thus a mixture of the fund-raising effort.
of new and experienced board members will fulfil The school is in great heart as evidenced by
the schoolís mission with continuity, stability, and the wonderful academic results of 2011 and
surety. The Board has been joined by Keegan Pulman the wide variety of achievements in cultural
as the student representative we look forward to his and sporting endeavors.
input. We thank Kyle Gillespie, the outgoing student A thorough review of rugby at the school has
representative, for his contribution. It is gratifying brought about wide-reaching and significant
to see these students grow in the adult arena. change in the way the sport is conducted. The
This Boardís focus has been educational outcomes. new Director of Rugby, Daryl Lilley, has the
There are broad school goals, individual year level important task of revitalising rugby and we
(forms) goals, and most importantly, an individual wish him well in that task.
student focus. There has been a huge change in I am eager to hear from you with any stories,
teaching pedagogy. We are investing in teacher anecdotes or suggestions for future gatherings.
professional development because the teacher makes Best wishes for a happy, healthy and successful
the difference. The teacher will inspire students to 2012.
aspire and fulfil their dreams.
A strategic plan for the hostel facility is currently Obituary Notice:
being drawn up. It is hoped to have this completed Brian Seymour Bellringer, QSM JP
by the end of April. I will report in the next Through (1947-1951)
the Gates.
1935 to 2012
I am not an old boy and I envy my sons for this deep
connection. This Board, all Boards, hold the old boys David Bennett acknowledges the passing
in the highest esteem and are grateful for their of Brian early this year. His contribution
continued support. We recently held an opening to NPBHS, cricket, rugby, Old Boysí
ceremony for the new Languages and Hospitality Association and other activities, was
block. An old boy, and current MP for New immense. He has left a lasting mark at
Plymouth, Jonathan Young, performed the opening NPBHS.
ceremony. This is a 21st century facility, but more
to the point, there is now a place for old boys to Max Carroll attended the funeral of Brian
watch rugby at the gully. I have also heard that the and was touched to see Jeff Gilbert who
Home Economics Department would like the old gave the eulogy and Cannon Bill Marsh
boys who might attend events to help access the food who conducted the service, who were
the students produce. If the food they produced for Brianís schoolmates.
the opening ceremony is an indication, the old boys
are in for treats galore!
His contribution to NPBHS, schools and
See you at the Gully.
the community in education and sport
See you at the school.
was immense. It is a fitting tribute to Brian
Arohanui,
when people visit his beloved Pukekura
Chris Taylor
Park that they will pass the Bellringer
Pavilioní when entering the main gates.
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A note to septogenarian old boys
Many may remember David Stanley Burbridge at school 1941-1945. David worked
in the field of assessing people with learning difficulties and training teachers for work
in that field. Itís interesting to note that this area of learning is so important in schools
today that it requires a separate department and specialist teachers.
The Head of Department of Learning Support is Ms Wendy Bayley, with support team
of Gillian Corlett, Francesca Dowman, Jo McAsey, Barbara Blackbourn and Paula
Whalen.

Down memory lane with John Michael Olson
I was at NPBHS from 1949-1951. I remember the masters well, John Stewart, Wit
Alexander, Tommy Watt and Pussy Harris, my English master in the 5th form (Year
11).
I had two sheep stations, one at Whangamomona and the other at Pureora Forest,
eventually selling the Whangamomona station. I am now living in a rest home in
Upper Hutt.
Historical information :
Regimented No. 461706 retired
North Taranaki Motorcycle Club (1951)
Diploma in Agriculture Massey University (1956)
Land & Survey settler Pureora (1966-1970)
Member Federated Mountain Clubs
Extract from the Daily News written by Helen Harvey (Saturday, 17 September 2011)
Raymond Charles Miller an old boy (1936-1939) about his grandfather, Steve
Adamson, and brothers Bill and Thomas who joined the Whanganui Cavalry. Their
brother, Thomas who was awarded the rare New Zealand Cross. This was up for
auction in London, and triggered family memories for Raymond.
The article was about our colonial history in 1869. It is well worth reading. (The article
is in pdf form on our website).
Mrs Simpson relative of Bob Kidd (refer page 11) also had another relative attend
NPBHS. Eric Davies GIBSON (1921-1924),
Eric was a boarder for four years, Hawera being his home town. He was a school
prefect and a member of the 1st XV in 1923 and 1924 (the years when they won and
successfully defended the Moascar Cup). He was also a boxer and won the under
9 stone, the under 10 stone and the senior titles. While at school he competed in
outside boxing tournaments, in which he gained 11 wins plus the under 10 stone
Taranaki Championship for Cadets. He also won the under 14 swimming championships.
Extract from Lest We Forget by Jack West

Young Brothers
Matt 1977 and Peter 1975-1977
In the middle : Simon 1973-1977
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Jonathan 1971-1972 (MP for New
Plymouth) and Andrew 1966-1970

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
NPBHS is in the business of attracting international students. The International Students Department
was established in late 2009 when a Director of International Students was appointed to oversee the
promotion and recruitment of fee paying students. Previous to this, all overseas students were hostel
accommodated and obtained through minimal international presence and very little marketing.
Students are now provided with the options of homestay or hostel accommodation and international
marketing is undertaken, sourcing agents in various countries to recruit students to attend NPBHS.
Germany is now a key market due to the outdoor opportunities our province and school provide and
because we offer Latin, a choice of accommodation, a Year 12 Outdoor Education programme and
other experiences, we currently have six German students enrolled.
We have also established a relationship with Ikubunkum High School in Japan who want to send us
two students each year and with other agencies as well, we have three Japanese boys.
We have also established a marketing presence in Thailand with an agent, who has provided us with
two boys thus far, and with Vajiravudh College who send one to two boys each year.
We are also recruiting from Malaysia and China and are looking to establishing links with Vietnam.
A major client is Vanuatu, which was established by the Ifira trustees (a group of influential businessmen)
who wish their sons to be educated here and therefore sponsor the boys. We have eight Nie Vanuatu
boys attending.
The chairman of the trustees (Ishmael Kalsakau) attended NPBHS in the days when Grimmy (Murray
Grimwood) was head of the hostel and he has a vision for the students they approve for sponsorship.
This is so they are NPBHS educated and attend NZ universities, and then return to Vanuatu and become
leaders in their communities.
As the Director I operate out of the International Office, established in the new Memorial Block
extension opened by the MP for New Plymouth, Jonathan Young. Shirley Rowe is my newly appointed
assistant who also undertakes ESOL and is responsible for homestays.
NPBHS is rapidly developing an international presence and this is seen in
the growth of our student numbers from the end of 2009 when there
were five international students on the roll. We currently have 22
international students with a further two both arriving at the start of
Term 2 (one from Singapore and one from Thailand.
Kevin Gledhill
Director International Students NPBHS
Vanuatu boys 2011 athletics

Thai boys 2011 swimming

FOOD & DRINK www.taranakidailynews.co.nz
NPBHS hospitality teacher Aaron Lock introduces his class of cooking
lads to the readers of the Taranaki Daily News fortnightly (Kai with
Soul) food feature. This school and Spotswood College will share
the culinary duties of this column. Spotswood College were thanked
for four years contribution to the feature.
Extract Daily News 20 March
Taken at the opening Monday, 5 March
Isaac Busch (Ludlow) and Josh McSweeney
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