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ALUMNI MERITA 
We have established an ALUMNI MERITA. Recipients so far are Sir John 
Graham, Sir David Levene, Sir Graeme Douglas and Reuben Thorne. This 
year two further old boys were knighted, Sir Roderick Deane and Sir Colin 
Giltrap. They will be inducted into the Alumni Merita soon. 

 
Reuben Thorne We were delighted to honour ex-All Black 

Captain, Reuben Thorne who was here for a 
reunion of the famous 1992 1st XV team that 
won the World Secondary School’s Rugby Cup. 
(It is an interesting debate as to what was the 
best 1st XV in the school. In my view Haye’s 
team of 1957 but I would welcome your 
opinion).Reuben Thorne’s record at rugby is 
magnificent but what was obvious was the 
quality of his character. Reuben spoke to the 
boys at an assembly and was greatly admired by 
the boys. 

I am pleased with the number of old boys who return to school 
for a nostalgic walk-around. You are most welcome and I’d be 
delighted to escort you and your family. 
The school is looking very good. I think it is one of the best 
state secondary schools with its beautiful grounds. You are able 
to see the school on our website (www.npbhs.school.nz) or 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/npbhschool). We have made a 
video tour of the school, so look on the bottom left of the 
school’s website and follow leads for old boys’ tour of the 
school. The school is in very good heart. Apart from our 
academic success (one boy gained the top scholar in New 
Zealand for Latin, refer page 7). We are at the beginning of 
one of the most successful sporting and cultural eras in the 
school. 

Editor: David Bennett 
Producer: Phoebe Ansell 
Proof Reader: Terry Heaps 
Designer: Pip Campbell 
 
If you would like to contact us about 
‘Through the Gates’ please email: 
ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz OR 
Telephone (06) 758-5399 ext 704 
 
Thank you to all those who contributed to this 
edition of “Through the Gates”. 

 

Kia ora koutou nga tane tawhito 

o te kura tuarua o nga Tamatāne 

o Ngāmotu 

* two boys made the NZ secondary schools rugby team. 
* NZ champion in athletics, cross country, swimming, karate, surfing and badminton. 
* Gold medallists with concert band and saxophone quartet. 
The success is having a positive impact on the morale in the school. You can be very proud of your ‘alma 
mater’. 
I would like next year to meet all the young old boys who go to university. I will be visiting the campuses 
(Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Napier and Wellington) to catch up with our graduates. 
Look at the old boys’ Facebook page. 

http://www.npbhs.school.nz/
mailto:ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz


  
DONATIONS TO SCHOOL 
You will be aware that we are seeking donations and regular payments from our old boys. There are two main ways you can 
give to the school. 
1. FOUNDATION (Trustees are Stephen Underwood, John Syme, John Washer and Rob Mills). 
2. MILLENNIUM TRUST (Trustees are Peter Tennent, Lyn Bublitz, Peter Darney, Dave Bublitz, Todd Wolfe and 

 Grant Hassall). 
The aim of the FOUNDATION is to accept donations on a regular basis so that a sizeable sum of money is 
collected over a long period of time. 
The interest from the money collected is used for the students of tomorrow. You would give to the 
foundation if you would like to help future generations of boys at NPBHS. 
The aim of the MILLENNIUM TRUST is to raise money for a project. The project we have proposed is a 
new sports facility. You could give to the Millennium Trust if you want to help the present students at 
NPBHS. 
We have a new idea for raising money for the sports facility. For a donation of $100 you can have a personal triumph of yours recorded on 
the wall. 
For example: John Smith scored four tries for 1st XV against Happy School in 1924 
 John Smith was Dux in 1882 
 John Smith was a Prefect in 1985 
Think of your personal triumph, it might be: 
 John Smith survived in 1953 
I am grateful for your financial support. 
 
MAC, Headmaster 

 
2012 has been a watershed year for our school with the establishment of an 
Alumni Association and the confirmation of plans to build new sports facility. 
It is a credit to the school that the first three old boys who received the 
Alumni Merita are all distinguished Knights: Sir John Graham, Sir David 
Levene, and Sir Graeme Douglas. They are all from different walks of life, and 
all still immensely proud old boys. 

The AGM of the New Plymouth Old Boys’ Association was held on Friday, 3 August at the Fookes Pavilion. Ex-All Blacks 
captain, Reuben Thorne was the guest speaker. As mentioned by our Headmaster, Reuben was a member of the victorious 
1992 1st XV that won the World Secondary Schools’ Rugby Cup. The team was coached by Jed Rowlands (former Taranaki, 
Auckland Blues’ and Black Ferns’ coach) and was captained by Michael Collins (former Waikato Chiefs’ prop). The reunion 
was held over the weekend and participants were able to watch the current 1st XV win against Napier Boys’ High School. 
The game was curtain raiser for the Taranaki vs Wanganui shield match at Yarrows Stadium. Incidentally the school won 18-
17. The reunion was a roaring success.  

Keep up the contact with your thoughts, anecdotes and suggestions. 

 
Best wishes for a joyous season and a Happy New Year.  

 

HEADS UP TO THE 

CHANGES TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE OLD BOYS’ NEWSLETTER 

“THROUGH THE GATES” 
 
After much discussion with the Headmaster and the parent body of the Old Boys’ Association it has been decided that as from 2013, 
“Through the Gates” will be produced just once a year at the end of the year and will be available only through email. 
 
In its place there will be a bi-monthly old boys’ newsletter which will be available by email only. It shall also be posted on the school’s 
website. 
 
Those who currently receive a hardcopy of “Through the Gate” who wish to receive the bi-monthly publication via email should contact 

Phoebe with their email address.  @ ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz  
  

Hello….. 
From David Bennett 
Editor, Headmaster’s 

Representative 
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LEST WE FORGET 
NPBHS HONOUR OUR OLD BOYS 

ANZAC parade held Tuesday, 24 May 2012 

 
 

The annual ANZAC assembly was well attended by special guests from our old boys, armed forces 
personnel, and representatives of the New Plymouth & Districts’ Returned Services Association and 
friends of the school. 

 
The school attended and gained whole-hearted plaudits for 
their sense of occasion and perfect behaviour, which shows 
their respect for the day and what it represents. 
 

Our guest speakers were, Mr Steve Bone, old boy (1966-
1971) former RNZAF pilot instructor and staff officer. The 
second speaker was Mr Peter Urhler. Peter holds dual 
citizenship in NZ and Switzerland and he was an Air Traffic 
Controller in Zurich, Switzerland Military Service, gaining the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Swiss Air Force. Both were 
friends of fellow old boy, Graduation Pilot Officer Timothy Penn. Timothy lost his life at the age of 23 in 
Germany, whilst serving with the RNZAF during the Cold War. Both paid tribute to his life and his 
passion for flying. It was a special occasion as Mr and Mrs Penn and their family were present to share the 
tribute to their son.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bill Allison (ex-teacher 1970-1982) commemorated the 71st anniversary of the Battle of Crete, with 
fellow stalwarts at the courthouse lawns under the Crete olive tree Saturday, 25 May. Present were James 
O’Connell (96), Ralph Ward (1934-1935 old boy) with Bill (94). 
Extract Daily News, 28 May 
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TIME TO SHARE SOME MEMORIES with 

Roger Smith – Boarder at Pridham House, 1962-1966 
 

 
 

It’s somewhat of a reality check to realise that it was half a century ago that the gates of NPBHS first 
beckoned. My childhood was spent in Waitara so I was no stranger to Taranaki when I arrived at Pridham 
House in 1962. Not all of us have a Tiger Coat hanging in the cupboard or our names on the Honours 
Board, but our secondary school days were no less memorable.  
 
In hindsight, ours was a fortunate era to be a boarder at a school. The bitter memories of the war and the 
austerity of the 1950’s were replaced by the freedom of the sixties. We were a lucky generation, all things 
told. Confronting this freedom was the discipline of the school; its role to transform a boy into a young 
man of substance. For many of us this meant spending four or five years away from family but it built up a 
resilience that was to stand us in good stead in our future lives and careers. In my case that career started 
with teaching, moved to directing museums and finally into the digital/online world. 
 
As with many of my peers we couldn’t get away from school fast enough when the time came. It is only in 
very recent years that memories return, prompted by long-forgotten piles of yellowing photographs. 
Wherever in the world I have been it has not been uncommon to come across an old boy, such as I did 
with Beijing University Professor Bruce Stening when we both worked for the same Singapore university. 
 
There were many masters who were influential in my life at NPBHS. Bob McCaw was my Pridham 
Housemaster and has generously shared his Pridham photograph album with me. ‘Fish’ Hatherly was a 
legend for all of the right and wrong reasons; wrong if you were caught having a smoke in the bamboos. 
‘Buzz’ Raymer was my third form master and also a junior housemaster in Pridham. The arrival of his 
exotic (to our school boy’s eyes) Indian wife was a highlight for many. 
 
The gregarious and somewhat eccentric Trevor Nalder was 
the school music master and ‘instrumental’ in getting me 
started as a drummer in the school dance band. Trevor’s other 
claim to school boy fame was masterminding our involvement 
in Gilbert and Sullivan performances with Girls’ High. But my 
first love after rugby, and no doubt much to my parent’s 
chagrin, was playing in the school dance band as drummer. 
Saturday nights in the winter term were looked forward to 
and some of things we saw from the NPGHS stage don’t bear 
repeating in polite company. 
 
One of the reasons for writing this short article is to promote and invite old boys to contribute to an 
online website that I have published in recent years. NPBHS Boarder’s Tale can be viewed at 
http;://npbhs.webbly.com. It is an archive of images and memories, as an anecdote can often shed light 
on an important event in the history of an institution. I am sure that my fellow old boys have literally 
millions of such school memories to share but have either never got around to doing so, or had the right 
vehicle to present them. I invite them to get in touch through the website contact page. 
After 50 years it is time to reflect and to a catch up with old friends through the net and in person. 
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Dr Timothy (Tim) Carey-Smith, attending NPBHS (1962-1966) was invested at 
Government House on 1 May as a Member of the NZ Order of Merit MNZM) for 
services to palliative care. In Dunedin since 1989, he has worked in palliative care 
with the Otago Community Hospice since its inception 20 years ago. He remained 
part-time in both general practice and as a palliative care physician until his 
retirement in 2010. He was instrumental in taking Otago Community Hospice 

from a fledgling cottage hospice to a full specialist palliative care unit with 67 staff 
and 300 volunteers. He initiated rural outreach teams for palliative care in Otago, and brought a focus on 
interdisciplinary care and on the spiritual needs of patients and families. He has influenced palliative care 
in Otago through his operational management of medical staff and his strategic view of community needs. 

 

Robert (Bob) Harry GRANGER. My husband Bob was a boarding pupil from 1936-1940. He was an 
only child of an invalid mother. His four years at NPBHS were one of the delights of his life, as he relished 
every moment both physically and scholastically. Bob, I think, passed nine units of a B.Com which was a 
tremendous help to complete a degree in 1945-1946. He was forever grateful to the school for that 
support. He had a very successful career as senior partner of Granger Craig and Tunnicliffe and was held 
in great regard in Tauranga. One of his many interests was Outward Bound and he formed the first 
committee in Tauranga in 1962. He was on the Outward Bound Council during the next 30 years, was the 
president at Anakiwa (near Picton) in 1977 (also did a course himself) and at the time of his death in 2000 
was still on the international board (there is now a “Bob Granger Scholarship” to help give youngsters the 
Outward Bound experience). NPBHS was a very important time of his life and helped greatly to make him 
the very fine man he became.  
 

 

Brian Moorhead, (1949-1954) came to watch the 1st XV game against AGS (we 
shall forget the score line BUT for the diehard rugby fans it was 29-13). Brian was 
the 1st XV Captain 1954. He was shown around the school by Bruce Bayly, Acting 

Headmaster. 
 
Tom Clow (1954-1956), was a man who believed in making people smile. A New Plymouth mechanic, he 
was best known about town for his crazy bikes and Mill Road museum. He was born in Wairarapa and 
moved to NP as a child. He attended West End school and NPBHS, before starting a mechanic 
apprenticeship at Taranaki Motors as a 15-year old. In June 2011 he retired after working as a mechanic 
for most of his life. Mr Clow was a Justice of the Peace, involved in scouts and a former president of the 
Taranaki Alpine and Caving Clubs. “He was involved with the cliff rescue for many years until in his own 
words, helicopters became useful,” eldest son Carey said. He began putting together the museum at his 
Mill Road property in the 1990s and filled in with family memorabilia. Kids would borrow his bikes and 
drop them back weeks later, and people walking past would always stop for a yarn. 
Extract from Daily News, 11 July 2011 
Tom passed away July 2011. 
 

Willie Still (1939-1944). Taranaki construction tycoon’s philosophy was to tackle anything that was 
going. NP writer Kath Brown has tackled the task of capturing the local identity’s life and times, after the 
85-year old commissioned a biography about his upbringing and career. Mr Still is best known for being a 
third-part owner in Taranaki building contractors Riddick Bros & Still Ltd, which shaped much of NP. In  
its 30 year history, between 1947 and 1977, it completed dozens of contracts on bridges, streets and 
swimming pools as well as hundreds of commercial and residential buildings, Mr Still has said 
The book “Still Buildings: The Willie and Rosalie Story” documents Mr Still’s life in detail. That, in turn, 
documents much of the recent history of NP.  Extract Daily News, 28 November 2011 
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Stephen Truby King (1949-1953), attended the school as a day boy. Stephen was the third of three 
brothers, Miles (1938-1939) and Graeme (1957-1958) who also attended NPBHS and both were pilots in 
WW2. After attending Auckland University, Stephen joined the RNZAF and was a navigator based in Fiji. 
When he left the RNZAF his career path was varied. He served behind a bar for a while. He then married 
and went on to own a takeaways in Auckland, and a lighting shop in Rotorua. After selling this business he 
becomes an auditor with IRD. He then moved to Whangarei with his wife for health reasons. He owned 
and operated a successful lawn mowing business. 
Stephen’s sisters returned to the school his NPBHS memorabilia, of which he was extremely proud. These 
were graciously accepted.  
Stephen has passed away.  
 

Jackson Wood (1999-2003). Respect people and nature. 
Jackson remembers doing the career search at school, with a software programme called Career Quest. 
Details were tapped in; an appropriate career spat out and a percentage given in terms of strength for a 
job. He got just two “hits” politician and comedian. He is currently the co-convener of the Young 
Greens (Green Party) along with Izzy Lomax. He is a Wellington-based communications adviser, when 
earlier this year he represented NZ at the 2012 Global Young Greens conference in Senegal. 
Jackson, with Emma Tait, will return to the NASA Johnson Space Centre for two weeks, ten years after 
he attended as a 16-year old teen. He is returning to mentor some of the 30 students who will attend. 
Look out for Jackson in the political arena in the near future. 
Extract Daily News by Sarah Foy, 3 July 2012 
 

Harry Duynhoven, NP Mayor, former Labour MP was invested at Government House as a Companion 
of the Queens’ Service Order in recognition of his services to Parliament. He was told he had been 
nominated for the New Years’ honour for his 18 years’ work as Labour MP in Parliament. The trip to 
Wellington came with more, than a medal. It also afforded him the pleasure of seeing his university 
student son “scrub-up well” in a suit. 
Extract Daily News, 4 May 2012 
 

Martin Donnelly’s granddaughter 
Visited the school in August. She was over from Australia and wanted to visit her grandfather’s school and 
it was an emotional moment for her. Information about her grandfather’s time at the school was provided, 
which she was very grateful to receive. 
 

Rhys Marshall, (2006-2010) a farm cadet at the Hawke’s Bay Smedley Station, (which is regarded as 
ideal for school leavers seeking a career in agriculture) and also Central premier rugby side’s hooker. “All 
the work we do at the station keeps us fit for rugby. Most of the talk at smoko revolves around rugby and 
we do pretty well on the field too,” Marshall said. Marshall and several of his Smedley mates provided a 
huge chunk of the Onga Tiko Colts side who won the Hawke’s Bay championship last year. Marshall’s 
father, Ian, has been a huge influence and he was fortunate to have awesome coaches, referring to the likes 
of No 8 Dale Atkins at NPBHS when 1st XV Captain and former Magpies lock John Bird with last year’s  
Hawke’s Bay under 20s. Next year Marshall will attend Lincoln University where he intends to complete a 
Bachelor of Agriculture and Commerce. 
Marshall 19 has started dog trialling, “a good out” from his rugby and work commitments. 

Extract from Hawke’s Bay Today, 18 April 
Thanks must go to the Archivist @ Napier Boys’ High School who posted the article.  

Former Inglewood player, Rhys Marshall is the only Taranaki connection to the NZ under 20 side named 
at the weekend. Marshall was named in coach, Rob Penney’s squad of 28 to contest the IRB junior world 
championships in South Africa.  Extract from Daily News, 30 April 

Vol 28 Page 6 



 

 
Old Boy – HELICOPTER PILOT and AUTHOR 
An old boy who attended the school in the 1980’s has written a book about his experiences as a helicopter 
pilot. Using the ‘non de plume’ Jim Trevors, he outlines his work in troubled spots around the world. The 
book is called “Welcome to the Sky” and is now available on Amazon.com. He has also written “How to 
become an offshore helicopter pilot”. 
 

Matthew Reeve, (2008-present). Pianist transports listeners into fantasy world of gamers. 
NPBHS student Matthew Reeve, Year 13 (Form 7), performed theme tunes from the role-playing video 
game Final Fantasy at Puke Ariki during the NZ Music Month. He taught himself the pieces, from listening 
to the games, and recordings on YouTube. He also played his own composition, Northern Lights, for which 
he got an excellence grade in NCEA Level 2 music. He aims to go to university next year to study 
geophysics. Matthew would love to write music for video games.  
Extract Daily News by Tipene Bryant, 28 May 2012 
 

Scholar’s efforts rewarded. 
Alan Ansell, Year 12 (Form 6) (2007 to present) and Sophie Bishop have topped their subjects making 
them the best in NZ. Alan and Sophie were named the best Latin and Economics scholars respectively at a 
recent ceremony at Government House. The honour ‘earns’ them 
$2,000 each year for three years. When Alan, 15, joined the NPBHS 
Latin class he was only eight. Even then, his vocabulary was 
outstanding. Alan has the potential to be as outstanding as former 
NPBHS Latin scholar, Sir Ronald Syme. Despite his young age, Alan 
also studied Statistics and Calculus at NCEA Level 3 2011. His other 
subjects were Physics, Chemistry, Spanish and English. 
A clarinet and piano-player as well, he is interested in a future 
career combining science and arts. “Like linguistics, or in that 
general mould.” 
Extract Daily News by Sarah Foy, 23 May 2012 
 

 
 

ARISE, SURF KNIGHT 
Brian Velvin (1953-1961), a Taranaki man, is to become a grand knight of lifesaving after dedicating 
more than 50 years to the cause. New Plymouth’s Brian Velvin has had his nearly life-long contribution to 
surf lifesaving recognised by the International Life Saving Federation, which has decided to promote him 
from knight to grand knight. He was 10-years old when he joined the Fitzroy Surf Life Saving Club. 
Extract from Daily News, 28 April 
Brian is the patron and his son; Todd mentioned below, is the president of the Fitzroy Surf Life Saving Club. Brian has inspired his children 
and grandchildren to follow in his footsteps. 
 

BOG WORKS BIG WAVE 
Kane Rowson (OB 1993-1997), our very own PE teacher (2005 to present) won this event, the first to 
be held in NZ since the Rex Von Huben big challenge ended in 2002. As well as winning the event, 
Rowson also took out the prize for biggest wave.  
 (For the less experienced: The Bog Works reef is 300 metres off the coast of downtown NP). 
Extract from Daily News, 2 May 
 
 

 

Sophie Bishop and Stella Bond (NPGHS). 
Alan Ansell, Margaret Atkinson and 
Bruce Bayly (NPBHS). 
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2012 Interhouse Haka Competition 
 Held on Monday, 7 May  
1st Hatherly 255 points 
2nd Syme 243 points 
3rd Barak 231 points 
4th Donnelly 225 points 
 

BIG SUMMER FOR AWARD DINNER 
Todd Tations-Velvin (1988-1991), newly appointed Lifeguard of the Year. Todd took out the title in the 
latest round of regional Surf Lifesaving Awards of Excellence, partly for his part in several after-hour 
rescues, as well as for his leadership role as President of the Fitzroy Life Saving Club since 2010. 
Extract from Daily News, 23 May 
(If you read the article it mentioned Todd was involved in a rescue of 20 NPBHS students). 
 

TEEN FOLLOWS STAR PUPILS 
Ajeet Rai, Year 9 (Form 3) 2012. His life changes forever. He will travel to Florida with his father for a 
three-week camp at the prestigious IMG Bollettieri Tennis Academy. If you haven’t heard of the school, 
chances are you’ve heard of some of its past pupils: Serena and Venus Williams, Andre Agassi, Pete 
Sampras, and the leggy Maria Sharapova. When his clinic starts on Monday he will be the first New 
Zealander invited to train at the academy. 
Extract from Daily News, 17 May 
 

RAWLINSON FINALLY REACHES ROOF OF THE WORLD 
Grant ‘Axe’ Rawlinson (1987-1991), former Taranaki climber has put aside last year’s disappointment 
and conquered the world’s highest peak. He reached the summit of Mt Everest, 8850 metres, on 
Saturday, 20 May. It was his second attempt at reaching the roof of the world after he was forced to turn 
back in 2011, 500 metres below the summit. 
Extract from Daily News, 21 May 
 

FEEK FILLS IRISH IN ON AB TRICKS 
Greg Feek (1989-1993). Feek a 10-test AB from 1999-2001, is into his third year as Ireland’s scrum 
coach, a job that bookends the same work with Leinster, where he has helped the famous Dublin side to 
two Heineken Cup titles. The loosehead prop’s rugby roots were in Taranaki before he headed south to 
Christchurch to hook up with Canterbury and the Crusaders. Five Super Rugby titles, two NPC titles and 
twice lifting the Ranfury Shield were among his spoils as well as tutelage from Steven Hansen, Aussie 
McLean and Mike Cron, who were also involved in the red-and-black scene. 
Extract from Daily News, 6 June 
 

THE FAB FIVE 
Daniel Rangitonga (2011), Zinzan Wineera (2011), Zentanye McRae (2011), (presently @ school), 
with Caylum East and Elijah Toetoe, have been named in the NZ Maori under-15 rugby league 
representative team. The national age group team will play a Warriors under-16s team in Auckland on a 
date to still be confirmed. Extract from Daily News, 14 June 

 

NPBHS WIN SUPER 8 FOR THIRD TIME 
The NPBHS 1st V basketball team: Dane Brooks, Paul Stephenson, Matt Bayly, Beauden Giddy, Blair 
Shorter, Aaron Ransfield, Derek Albertsen, Jaron Doyle and Lewis Winn. Brendon Baxter, coach said, 
“I’m really proud of this team. They fought hard, each and every game”.  Extract from Daily News, 14 August 
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  Round the Traps…. 
  with Max Carroll 
 

 
 I’m sure that all old boys will join me in congratulating Sir Roderick Deane who received the Knight 

Companion of the NZ Order of Merit (KNZM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list. 
 

 Good to see Greg Feek back in NZ, even if it is as a forward coach of the touring Irish rugby side. 
 

 The coastal walkway is a great place for unexpectedly meeting people. In June I had pleasure chatting 
will Bill Watson (1960’s) and his wife, Lynn who had recently left the country life to live in town. 
Further on I met up with Paul Tito (“Fish” has returned home after five years playing Welsh rugby), 
his wife, and their two adorable kiddies. 
 

 On the weekend of 24 June I had the pleasure of witnessing a very fine example of contemporary 
rugby as displayed by the All Blacks against Ireland at Hamilton. The ‘icing on the cake’ over the 
weekend was the pleasure of the company of old boys Peter Savage, Ron McLeod, Pat Scannell, Ian 
“Squib” Morris and teachers Dave Moore and Murray Watts, who along with myself represent more 
than 100 years teaching at NPBHS. Kevin Gall, Waitara High School, and Laurie Bateman, Te 
Awamutu made up our fine touring group. 

 

 GOOD SAMARITAN. While fly-fishing at Turangi I spied Murray Nelson landing fish from the 
opposite bank. Murray was good enough to escort me through the fast water, set up my line with flies 
suited to that part of the river, showed me how to fish a particular line, and back to the other side.  
Unfortunately, after successfully negotiating the rapids, while saying goodbye I tripped on a rock and 
fell backwards into the water. YES it was COLD! 

 

 Sticking Together. Four very recent old boys, Lachlan Bunn, Thomas McElroy, James McDougall, 
Josh Thompson and Zac Power (FDMC) were in the Victoria University side that won the John Kelly 
Cup. This trophy is awarded to the winners of Wellington’s Premier under-21 grade. The team was 
coached by David (Trapper) Loveridge. 

 

 A few weeks ago while out walking I was hailed from the doorway of a garage. Peter Bishop (1972-
1976), his brother Jeff (Joey) (1970-1974) and their Uncle Pat Bishop were having a family bonding. 
Several steinies later I continued with my walk. I should go walking more often! 

 

 A sad case of ‘place dropping’. At the 
end of September I played four rounds 
of golf with 12 golfing friends from 
Ngamotu in Buenos Aires and took in 
the Argentinian rugby test in a week. 

 

 While in the transit lounge at Santiago 
airport I bumped into Colin May 
(1960’s). Colin spends considerable 
time in Uruguay representing the Gallagher group. 

 

From the left:  Ron McLeod, Max, 
 Pat Scannell and Peter Snowden. 
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1948-1949 1st XV Reunion 
Celebrating 63-64 years of 
comradeship at Okoroire on 21-22 
March this year. The 1948-1949 teams 
were captained by Bryan Novak who 
convened and hosted the first few 
reunions. From thereafter the reunions 
were held at Woodville, Ahipara, 
Cambridge and Hot Water Beach.  
1st XV attendees were: 
Alan Luxton, Alan Townsend, Graeme 
Ramsdon, Trevor Wynyard and Donal Kruse, all of Pridham 
House. 
Bruce McMurray of Carrington House. Special guests Dick 
Littlejohn, John Woods, Ham Purvis and Bernard Novak (son 
of Bryan and Lois). Dick Littlejohn (1946-1948 1st XV) of 
Pridham House, who became a NZ Rugby Board Councillor 
and All Blacks team manager and was a co-founder of the 
Rugby World Cup. 
John Woods (1st XV, 1st XI, Dux and Head Boy in 1956). 
Ham Purvis (1st XV 1946-1948) of Moyes House. 
………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Six golfers tested the Okoroire golf course 
while Alan Townsend and Graeme Ramsdon 
met friends for tennis and Dick Littlejohn and 
Trevor Wynyard took the ladies shopping in Te 
Aroha. 
After dinner and a few stories Alan Luxton led 
a sing along and all joined in for the school song 
[Comradeship, Valour and Wisdom]. A 
meeting of the committee decided to make the 
gatherings an annual event and make the next 
possibly in NP. 

1992 1st XV Secondary School 

World Cup Reunion 

Celebrated 20 years 
 

An article in the Daily News by Glenn 
McLean dated 28 July 2012 appropriately 
called Cream of the old boys to 
reunite. Gave an overview about the 
members of the team and some their 
sporting achievements. 

REUNIONS 
1971-1973 1st XV 

Forty years on celebrate 
Saturday, 29 June 2013 

Coordinator, Max Carroll 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
On the understanding that the following tax deductible Gift Intention may be altered by me/us should circumstances 
necessitate, I/we are pleased to make the following gift to the New Plymouth Boys’ High School Millennium Trust. 
 
I/We pledge to give a total of $ to be paid over years. 

My/Our Gift will be paid Annually Half-yearly Monthly Other 

My/Our Gift payments will begin in Month Year 

My/Our Gift payments will be made by: 

Automatic payments Bank Transfer Cheque 

I/We wish our Gift to be applied to: 

NPBHS Sports Facility  

When writing a cheque, please direct your payments to the 
NPBHS Millennium Trust 

NPBHS, Private Bag 2028, New Plymouth 4342 
 
All Gift and Pledge amounts will remain confidential. Please choose whether your Gift is named or anonymous. 

Either I/We wish my/our giving to be recorded and recognised as follows:  

‘The Gift’ (eg ‘The John & Susan Smith Gift’). 

OR I/We wish my/our Gift to remain anonymous. 

Surname(s):  

First Name(s): 

Address: 

 

Telephone (H): Telephone (W):  

Mobile: E-mail: 

Signature/s: 

 
 
 
 

THE NEW PLYMOUTH BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL 

M I L L E N N I U M   T R U S T 
IRD Approved Charitable Organisation for Tax Purposes 

  

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Private Bag 2028 School Office: (00 64 6) 758-5399 ext 704 
New Plymouth 4342 Facsimile: (00 64 6) 759-8814 
 E-mail: ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz  

Thank you for your generosity 
Instruct the bank to transfer money to 
TSB Bank Account 15 3943 0009020 80 
Please enter your name as reference  
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Michael Somers, President 
NPOB Association 
 
First of all, I would like say what an honour it is for me to have been elected as President of the NPBHS 

Old Boys’ Association. I am a very proud old boy (1996-2000) and I am currently teaching English as 
Boys’ High. 

 
The school currently has a roll of just over 1,250. With so many old boys associated with our great school it is important 
that we, as old boys, carry on the traditions that we know so well. Having said all of that, I would like to build the 
association’s membership and the awareness of what is happening with both the school and the association. We have 
developed an official old boys’ page on Facebook which is linked to all of the school’s activity and upcoming events for the 
association. I hope to build the membership through the page and also promote awareness through emailing ‘Through the 
Gates’ to members. 
 
This year we have two events on the calendar. First will be the annual golf tournament held at New Plymouth Golf Club. 
This is an opportunity for members of the association to enjoy each other’s company, going over stories of their time at 
school and battling each other to get the small white ball in the hole. 
 
The second event is the annual luncheon and AGM with guest speaker. My goal is to get as many old boys along to this event 
as the process of electing members is an important one and it is a great opportunity for old boys of all ages to mingle and 
share stories. 
 
We all have one thing in common, we are connected to NPBHS in some way. I would like to keep that connection as strong 
as possible and endeavour to keep you informed of all the school’s goings on and up and coming association events. 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  There is no joining fee to become a NPBHS Old Boys’ Association member. If you wish to 
give a donation this will be graciously accepted. 
 
If you would like a copy of the minutes please email ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz  

NEW PLYMOUTH OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
Patron Tom Ryder, JP 
President Michael Somers 
Snr Vice President Brooke Wolfe 
Jnr Vice President Johnny Weston 
Immediate Past President David Bublitz 
Treasurer Peter Darney 
Headmaster’s Representative David Bennett 
 
Committee: 
Lynn Bublitz, David Bublitz, Kevin Gledhill, Kevin Taylor, 
Philip Armstrong, Paul Tito, Grant Hassall and Todd Wolfe. 
 
The AGM was held on Friday, 3 August 2012. After the 
meeting and luncheon, Reuben Thorne, a member of the 1992 
1st XV, Head Boarder and former All Black was the guest 
speaker. 

  

OLD BOYS’ LIAISON OFFICE 
Your direct contact at school is Phoebe Ansell and 
she can be contacted on (06) 7583-5399 ext 704 or 
through the email at ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz  
David can be contacted through both avenues (above) 
or at his home (06) 758-9916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are able to access the newsletter on the NPBHS 
website under Old Boys’ Association 

www.npbhs.school.nz 

AS OF 2013 YOU WILL 

ONLY BE ABLE TO RECEIVE 

THE NEWSLETTER BY 

EMAIL 
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