
2018 Super 8 Golf 
February 26 & 27 

 
Rotorua hosted this year’s Super 8, played at Springfield Golf Club. This course is an excellent test of golf 
as it is quite short in length, but the narrow, tree lined fairways and thick rough will cause havoc for 
anyone who can’t hit the ball straight. 
 
We made our now, almost traditional, appalling start on the first hole but once that was out of the way 
things steadily improved, and at the end of the first round we were a little bit surprised to find ourselves 
in 4th spot. We weren’t the only team to struggle.  
Robson Tarrant, in his first outing for NPBHS impressed with a 3 over par 73.  
 
After a quick lunch it was back onto the course for round 2. Everyone was a little more relaxed and the 
scoring was good from all 4 players, without anyone standing out. Cullen Mackay had an excellent round 
of 79 playing off a 12 handicap, which turned out to be a counting score. We did lose a bit of ground in 
the afternoon round though, so that at the end of the day’s play we were tied for 4th with Palmerston 
North, with Napier 1 shot further back. 
Max Shearer had the cast on his broken arm removed a week before this tournament. It took him a while 
to get going but it was great to see him leading from the front in the afternoon round. 
 
The boys were very keen to grab a top 4 finish this year. The plan was that somebody had to go low, with 
at least 2 others supporting with scores in the mid 70’s. If the other schools did better then so be it. 
Monte stepped up to the plate with a strong showing with Robson and Max not too far behind and when 
the dust had all settled and the scores added up we were alone in 4th place, 2 shots clear of Napier Boys. 
This was an excellent result in a competition which has seen continual improvement in quality in recent 
times.  
 

  Round 1  Round 2  Round 3  Total 

Monte Burmester  78  78  74  230 

Max Shearer  90  76  77  243 

Robson Tarrant  73  80  76  229 

Cullen Mackay  83  79  84  246 

 
 
All of the boys in the nett division were making their first appearances at a school tournament, and all 4 
handled their nerves well, making solid starts and playing to, or very close to, their handicaps in both 
Monday rounds.  
There were some playing format changes to this division which helped speed up play and it was a relief 
to all the players to have some time at the end of the first day to relax before the dinner, held at the 
Skyline restaurant. 
 
All the boys were reasonably well recovered for Tuesday’s final round but only Ashton Whiteman 
managed to improve his scoring from the previous day, turning in a very solid 82. 
 
 
  



 
 

  Round 1  Round 2  Round 3  Total 

Ashton Whiteman  86  87  82  255 

Dillin Plimmer  87  87  95  269 

Kieran Deegan  88  89  90  267 

Hayden Whitmore  108  108  107  324 

 
This was a very encouraging first up performance from all the boys and everyone is looking forward to 
the next challenge against Auckland Grammar. 


