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As the school year concludes and we farewell our leavers as they 
take their next step in life, it is time to reflect on the success of 
2019. The school produces some fine young men and this was 
evident in the Awards Dinner at The Devon Hotel in November. The 
passion with which the staff spoke about the winners combined 
with the dignity and gratitude of the winner’s speeches, deeply 
moved those in the audience that night. This event is what is 
special about New Plymouth Boys’ High School and illustrates ‘KIA 
TŪ HEI TAUIRA - BE THE EXAMPLE’.

November was a very busy month with many functions 
showcasing success at the school. The Hostel Christmas Dinner 
acknowledged boarding students and farewelled those who had 
lived within the school for the last five years - an emotional time for 
those leaving as the school has been their home and a big part of 
their life. The Senior Prizegiving was the opportunity to celebrate 
the success of our academics, artists, and sportsmen. The Year 
13 leavers said goodbye to the school with a leavers’ brunch in the 
dining room. 

The NCEA examinations have just concluded and the Government’s 
announced review of NCEA will  mean that we will need to start to 
review what we do in 2020 towards full implementation in 2025. 
I believe the changes are generally positive and will make the 
NCEA a more robust qualification and easier for the community 
to understand. The Government has also released, a review of 
the school’s governance, the first since Tomorrows Schools was 
introduced in the 1980’s. There appears to be a move to more 
centralised control of school operations to provide support to 
boards and principals.
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The Board of Trustees have had to recently make a decision over 
whether to accept the Government’s offer of $150 per student 
instead of asking the school community for a donation. We all 
believe education should be free, however, the reality is that the 
funding provided by the Government is not enough to provide 
the opportunities and breadth of curriculum we want to offer 
at NPBHS.  In good faith to the school community the Board of 
Trustees accepted the Government’s offer but it does produce a 
shortfall of $250,000 in funding compared to what we currently 
receive. 

Finally, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a pleasant 
summer break. For those parents and students severing their 
ties with New Plymouth Boys’ High School, I wish you well in the 
future and please ensure that we have your details in the Old Boys 
database, so we can maintain contact.

Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, katoa.

Sam Moore
Headmaster

Welcome to our 
Term 4 newsletter



BROOKLYN 
GREER-ATKINS

Head Boy
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FERGUSON

Deputy Head Boy

KAIA ORMSBY
Head of Barak 

House

JONE ROVA
Head of Syme 

House

KIERAN DEEGAN
Head of Donnelly 

House

ROWAN SLATER
Head of Hatherly 
House and Head 

Boarder

Leadership 
Programme
Under the tutorship of Mr Michael Somers the school operates a 
very comprehensive Leadership programme that culminates in the 
selection of the student leaders for Year 13. The programme this 
year involved 68 Year 12 students who, throughout the year had 
seminars, guest speakers, and roles to undertake. In September, 
a group of potential leaders were selected for an overnight camp. 
The selection of the group is decided by staff and the opinion of 
their peers.  From this group, 12 were selected to have a panel 
interview for 45 minutes and then six were selected to make a 
presentation to a full staff meeting.  The process of selecting our 
student leaders is thorough and would be daunting to many adults. 
All of those involved in the process this year were impressed with 
the calibre of this year’s leaders.

2020 Top 6 Leaders

2020 Prefects

ONLINE SHOP:

From beanies to supporters’ jackets, books to cuff links. Check out our Online Shop 
for your memorabilia from NPBHS today!

Fast and free delivery on all items within NZ.

Huia Cuff Links

Grey Hoodie - Click and Collect

ONLINE

SHOP

We wish the prefects all the best as they embark on their year of 
leadership in 2020.

DONNELLY 
Kaden Brock 
Harry Bushell 

Trent Clarkson 
Kieran Deegan 

Riley Day
Fletcher Ferguson

SYME 
Mac Rowe
Doug Russ 
Ben Wilson 
Jone Rova 
Levi Reweti 

BARAK 
Lachie Hanser

Jayden Harrison
Jack Mitchell 

Sebastian Lauderdale-Smith
Jack Parker 
Kaia Ormsby
Shaun Leath

Tom Poulgrain 
Jayven Puru-Time

HATHERLY 
Christian Elaise
Rowan Slater

Ben Walsh
Rowan Cole 

Brooklyn Greer-Atkins  
Josh Bland 

KAMAR Portal
Parent access to the financial section of the KAMAR 
portal will be closed on Friday, 13 December 2019. 
This is because of the school’s decision to accept the 
Government’s offer instead of a school donation. In 2020 
any chargeable expenses (not for curriculum) will be 
invoiced out of the school’s accounting system Xero. 
Parents are still able to access all the other functions of 
the parent portal.



From the Board Chair - 
School Donation Decision
The Board of Trustees is delighted to inform the parents of New 
Plymouth Boys’ High School students that we have accepted the 
government “donation scheme” of $150 per student commencing 
in 2020. Although the majority of feedback from our recent parent 
survey was to continue the practice of invoicing parents for 
donations, the Board felt we needed to support all of our parents 
and hopefully release some financial pressure.

As previously signalled, this will reduce the school’s income by 
about $250,000. This does not mean that the subjects, teaching 
or opportunities that New Plymouth Boys’ High School currently 
offer will be affected or will change in any way. Accepting the 
government’s offer of $150 per student means that the school can 
no longer invoice parents for donations and we will not be doing 
that. You will appreciate, however, that the school is still in need 
of additional funding and we will gratefully accept any unsolicited 
donations and you will still be entitled to a tax credit for any such 
donations.

Thank you for your ongoing support to help New Plymouth Boys’ 
High School “Be the Example” and improve the future of our young 
men and community.

Paul Shearer 
Board of Trustees Chairperson

Property News
Term 4 has seen the culmination of a number of Ministry of 
Education building projects. The building that was known by older 
old boys as the School Library, then as a Year 13 common room, 
and even as a dormitory for Carrington House,  has now been 
strengthened and refurbished. This now becomes the “Wharenui 
- Kokiri Te Reo” for the school. It was great to have our local iwi, 
kaumatua, and old boys support our kura at its opening at the start 
of Term 4.

The gym changing rooms and classrooms have undergone a 
substantial upgrade because they were identified as a leaky 
building. The new facility has upgraded changing rooms and new 
refurbished classrooms. 

Senior Prizegiving

LACHLAN 
MOLES

Year 11 Be the 
Example Award

SHAUN LEATH
Year 12 Be the 

Example Award

DANIEL FOSS
Year 13 Be the 

Example Award

Following the Awards Dinner was our Senior Prizegiving on the 
31st October. Some of the key prize-winners for 2019 were:

YEAR 11 TOP STUDENT - PARSA JAMNANI
YEAR 12 TOP STUDENT - RILEY DAY

JAMES MACEY
2019 Dux

Congratulations to all 
2019 prize winners!



Snapshots of 2019 Success
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Some of the boys and teams in 2019 who have “Been the Example”.

Surf Team
In August the NPBHS surf team competed at the National Schools 
Surfing Competition at the famous left-hand points of Raglan. With 
over 50 schools competing, it is a tough battle to take out overall 
winning school. Each school is allowed a maximum of ten surfers 
with the best four results counted.

Finals day saw our remaining surfers take to the water and 
compete against an impressive field of surfers. The top four results 
from our team were Israel Thomas with a semi-final finish, Kalani 
Louis finishing 4th in the U14s - and awarded The Breakthrough 
Surfer for 2019, Ryder Pennington finishing with a 2nd in the U14s, 
and Tomas Butland also with a 2nd in the U16s. 

This year NPBHS managed to take out the national title. The surf 
team included: Lucca Lind, Hunter Petersen, Tomas Butland, Shay 
Wells, Kava Mathews, Jack Luke, Ethan Wray, Israel Thomas, Ryder 
Pennington, and Kalani Louis.

Nixon Taylor
Nixon entered the solo category at the Smokefree Rockquest 
as a Year 10 student. He won the People’s Choice Award which 
also gave him the opportunity to submit for SFRQ nationals. 
Unfortunately, he didn’t advance any further, but with his 
commitment, passion, talent and love for music, Nixon is a student 
we will see more of in the future.

Adventure Racing Hillary Challenge
In April  ninety-six students and their managers and coaches 
descended on the Hillary Outdoors Centre in Tongariro National 
Park for the 19th annual Hillary Challenge event. The first two days 
saw the 12 teams of eight students rotate through 12 problem-
solving challenges. These included teamwork challenges such as 
high-ropes, bridge-building, ‘tough mother’ type circuits, mountain-
bike skills and rogaining, water transfer challenges, kayak and 
paddleboard skills, and complex communication challenges. 

The group had worked well as a team. Our consistency had been 
greater than most of the other teams and we were in a comfortable 
second place. However, the Whangarei Boys and Girls team  were 
170 points ahead in first place. 

The next two days were the rogaining. This was a huge trek with 
full packs to navigate to as many checkpoints as possible, with 
one night spent camping on the way. Our team completed about 
60 plus km in about 18 hours on the go, and were rapt to find out 
later that we had ‘nailed’ it,  gaining over 170 more points than the 
leaders Whangarei. 

The last day was the multisport race; four stages of blood-and-guts 
racing in the quest for the fastest time. A 6 km kayak was followed 
by an 8 km mud-run, then a 30-plus km mountain-bike ride. The 
final leg, another gruelling 6 km hilly run, saw us finish in about 4.5 
hours. We completed our double, winning this stage by 12 minutes 
over Whangarei in second place.

A very close win by 31 points over Whangarei, with third place 
another 900 plus points behind. It was an awesome effort and the 
team maintained the perfect record, New Plymouth has a record of 
never finishing outside the top two places. In 18 years we have had 
12 firsts, and have been runners-up on six occasions.

The elite athletes of the combined NPGHS and NPGHS team are 
Ella Wood, Georgia Bricknall, Lachlan White, Zac Drinkwater, Jody 
Rawlinson, Melanie Bishop, Brayden Sharp, and Heath Parkes. 



In Line Hockey
In August the New Plymouth Boys’ High School in-line hockey 
team travelled to Hamilton to play in the New Zealand Secondary 
Schools In-line tournament. Teams were entered in a round-robin 
draw to be followed by a final depending on where each team 
finished.

NPBHS played Hillcrest High first up and, after leading most of 
the game, we allowed them to equalize in the dying seconds for a 
6-all draw.  In the next game  we played the favourites, Hamilton 
Boys’ High, who had won the tournament for the last four years.  
We started poorly and were down 4 – 1, but we fought back and 
scored some quick goals and got in front 5 – 4. The lead alternated 
between the two sides with each team being in front but at the final 
whistle we had won 8 – 7.

Our last round-robin match was against Waihi College and we had 
to win this to be top qualifier. In a hard-fought match we came out 
victors 4 – 0. The game after this was Hamilton vs Hillcrest and the 
winner of that game would play us for the title. Hamilton won this 
so it was a chance for them to get revenge on us from the pool play 
and win the title.

In a hard-fought and very physical final we started well and 
matched them goal for goal. With a minute and 30 seconds left on 
the clock we scored the winning goal – final score was 5 – 4.

The boys played really well as a team during the tournament with 
our goalie Quinn Huffam a standout in the final, ably assisted by 
captain Josh Kingi and solid defender Flynn Sharrock.

Journey’s End Production
‘Journey’s End’ started as an idea back at the start of Term 3 and  
was set to be on stage at the end of that term. It is based on the 
1928 play by R. C. Sheriff on life in the WW1 trenches.

The matinee was a huge success as it was our first full run-through 
with costuming, sound, and lighting in front of an audience. But 
Wednesday night was simply the best. Everyone gave it their all, 
with Nathan Thomas doing a great job as stage manager and the 
sound and lighting boys just added to the experience with sickly 
sound effects.

It was a huge relief to be able to tell this story as well as we did. 
Personally, I don’t think we could have done any better. However, 
Thursday night was something else. It was simply outstanding. 
Caleb Broadhead and Robbie White produced the performances of 
their lives to bring an amazing show to an end.

The play was blessed with a hugely talented cast: Year 13 students 
Boston George playing Trotter and Korbyn Johnston-Phillips playing 
the Sergeant Major, Year 11s such as Sean Grieve, Mateo Almano, 
Jakob Crane, and James Claridge performing exceptionally well, 
not to mention a lead role played by Robbie White in his acting 
debut. Year 12 student Caleb Broadhead also made his acting 
debut, superbly playing the role of Osborne. The play was directed 
by the amazing Mr Davies.

Rowing
The 2019 rowing season saw five New Plymouth rowers 
competing at the national level in the North Island Secondary 
Schools Championships and the New Zealand Secondary Schools 
Championships. 

The absolute highlight of the season was at the Maadi Cup where 
Jack Graystone and Charlie Bhana-Sayring made their way into 
an A-final; no easy feat as this is the largest secondary schools 
competition in the Southern Hemisphere. After fighting in their heats 
and semifinals, they qualified for the A final with 0.56 seconds to 
spare. Jack and Charlie raced the A-final and came home in sixth 
place and proudly earned the title of the 6th best under 16 double in 
New Zealand.

Thomas Boniface 
15 year-old NPBHS motorsport star, Thomas 
Boniface, is ready for the next step in his 
journey to becoming a professional racing car 
driver after completing round two of the ITM 
NZ Formula Ford Championship at Manfeild 
raceway recently. Thomas also competed at 
the opening round in front of a massive international audience, 
as a support category to the Virgin Australia V8 Supercars 
championship. Thomas currently sits 12th in the championship, 
with the goal being to achieve a top six finish. The NZ 
Championship is run over six rounds, with the team travelling to 
Invercargill in January 2020. All the best Thomas!
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Super 8 Hockey
The Super 8 Hockey tournament in Hastings would prove to be one 
of the most even competitions in recent years, with at least five 
teams in with a shot of taking away the title.   

NPBHS finished pool play at the top of their section with two wins 
and a draw. The cross-over match for the top four was against 
Palmerston North. Both teams were intent on playing attacking 
hockey, with NPBHS capitalising on more of their opportunities. 
While the score ballooned out to 4 - 1, the game was a very evenly-
contested affair.

The final was then against Hamilton, which was a repeat of 
the final from the last two years. Both teams tried to play open, 
attacking hockey, with huge defensive efforts from both sides. At 
times, it felt as though it would be destined for a repeat of overtime 
like last year. However, NPBHS were able to score late in the 
second half to claim their second Super 8 title in a row.

Winning was a great result for a team which only three years ago, 
when the tournament was last hosted by Hastings, were playing off 
for seventh and eighth.

‘Olympus Jeopardy’ 
This year at the Smokefree Rockquest Taranaki regional final, 
NPBHS was represented by two bands and one solo singer-
songwriter. The band, ‘Olympus Jeopardy’ took out first place at the 
event, showcasing a mixture of powerful stage energy and fusion 
of heavy rock, psychedelic rock, and fun making the pit go crazy, 
and blowing the roof off the venue. The band had been previously 
successful the year before coming in 2nd in the band category 
under the name ‘Don’t be a Menace’ whilst debuting.

The band has since undergone a name and line-up change. 
Olympus Jeopardy is composed of Tyrese Ngaia (Rhythm Guitar), 
Logan Ring (Lead Guitar), Mason Mills (Drums), Caleb Broadhead 
(Bass) and Billie Wheeler (NPGHS-Vox).

Acknowledgment of students “Being the Example”. 
If you have been successful and would like to be acknowledged through the school 

communication channels please email: pip.campbell@npbhs.school.nz

Group W
Under the wonderful guidance of Mr Benton, Group W’s first 
performance was Super 8, where we were placed 3rd.  This was a 
great achievement for the group and showed the dedication that 
we had towards working as a team and learning to play a number 
of pieces together.  The next performance  was the Waikato Band 
Festival.  We were lucky enough for the group to be awarded gold 
and even got the “foot-tapping” award by the judge.  This was again 
a great achievement and highlight to the year. The group was then 
named Cultural Group of the Year at the Awards Dinner.

This year Group W was made up of: Mr Benton and Mr Maunder 
(Conductors), Mr Treweek (Manager), Kristian Revfeim (Trumpet), 
Alex Eggers (Tenor Sax), Josh Pennington (Alto Sax), Denby Scott 
(Baritone Sax), Logan Ring (Guitar), Tyrese Ngaia (Guitar), Caleb 
Broadhead (Bass), Mason Mills (Drums), and David Marriott (Keys). Fletcher 

Moles
Awarded the 
Sir Edmund 
Hillary Challenge  
Scholarship 
to Waikato 
University.

Corban 
Huckstep
Corban was 
awarded  Student 
of the Year for 
the 2019 Fairview 
Education services 
for Gateway 
placement in 
Automotive 
Standards.

A J 
Kemp
Awarded the Prime 
Minister Scholarship  
for Vocational 
Pathways.



2019 Awards Dinner Congratulations to all nominees and winners!

WOLFE CUP - Best All-Round Sporting Excellence nominees -

HEATH PARKES
Adv Racing, Skiing, 

Cross Country, Navigation

JACK MITCHELL
Hockey, Adv Racing,

Orienteering

JACK PARKER
Rugby,
Cricket

BRAYDEN SHARP
Hockey, Adv Racing, 

Cross Country

BLAIR MURRAY
Rugby, 

Athletics

BEST CULTURAL GROUP OF THE YEAR nominees -

JOURNEY’S END 
PLAY CAST

OLYMPUS
JEOPARDY

GROUP
W

BEST SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR nominees -

ADVENTURE
RACING TEAM

1st XI HOCKEY
TEAM

INLINE HOCKEY 
TEAM

SURFING
TEAM

BEST PERFORMING ARTIST OF THE YEAR nominees -

ALEX EGGERS
Music

BRETT PENWARDEN
Music

KAYA SELBY
Debating

BEST SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR nominees -

2019 TOP THREE SCHOLARS nominees -

ZAC DRINKWATER
Top in Calculus and Physics

JAMES MACEY
Top in Economics, English and Statistics

FINN VAN BERGEN
Top in Chemistry, Graphics and History

BLAIR 
MURRAY

BRAEDEN 
QUILTER-PHIPPS

FLETCHER
MOLES

JACOB
STOCKWELL

JOE
COLLINS

MacCALLUM
ROWE

TOMAS
BUTLAND

HEATH PARKES
Winner Best All-Round Sporting Excellence

GROUP W
Winner Best Performing Group

SURFING TEAM
Winner Best Sports Team

ALEX EGGERS
Winner Best Performing Artist

TOMAS BUTLAND
Winner Best Sportsman

JAMES MACEY
2019 Dux



Farewell to long-serving staff

Follow us on your favourite social media sites.

npbhs.school.nz
office@npbhs.school.nz

06 758 5399

Our friendly staff are available to chat with you  
Monday-Friday 8.00am-4.30pm.

The school is closed from 16 December until 27 January 2020.

How to get in touch!
2020 TERM DATES:
Term 1
Monday 3 February  - Thursday 9 April

Term 2
Tuesday 28 April - Friday 3 July

Term 3
Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September

Term 4
Monday 12 October - Friday 11 December

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS:
6 January - 1 February 2020
Monday to Friday: 10.00am - 3.00pm
Saturday: 9.00am - 12 noon

Terms 1 - 4
Monday & Tuesday: 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Thursday & Friday: 8.00am - 9.00am

MRS PAULINE CROW

Pauline joined New Plymouth Boys’ High School in 1991 as a part-time teacher of Social Studies. During the 28 
years she taught at the school she moved into teaching Business Studies to Year 13 level. She has been involved 
with students in businesses who have gained places in the Young Enterprise finals in Wellington. Pauline’s warmth 
and caring nature, both for the boys in her class, and her teaching colleagues, made her very approachable.  While at 
school she was involved with the school squash team and rowing and would spend many hours offering students 
support in tutorials. Pauline retires to become an active grandmother.

MRS TINEKA TWIGLEY

Tineka has been an inspirational and enthusiastic Spanish teacher for the last 11 years at Boys’ High. She has passed 
on her passion for the Spanish language and culture to all her students. The Chile exchange programme has been an 
amazing experience for many of our boys and the highlight of their time at school. Tineka takes the time to connect 
with all her students and whanau. She has had a huge impact on many students lives. We wish Tineka all the best 
for the future and know she will really enjoy having more time to spend with her family. We would like to thank her for 
everything she has done for our students and school.

MR CES HILL

For 20 years Ces has taught Visual Art at Boys’ High. His depth of knowledge coupled with his enjoyment of 
connecting with students has enabled him to create opportunities for student engagement and purposeful creative 
learning. Photography is Ces’s passion and the subject he has loved to teach within Art. At school events, Ces was 
often behind the camera capturing epic sporting moments or a handshake at a presentation. 

We wish you all the best for the future!

MR RICHARD WILD

Richard has been at the school for thirty years after moving to Taranaki from the Kapiti Coast. Richard has been HOD 
of Social Studies and more recently HOD History.  His teaching will be remembered for the historic tales he could 
recount with passion, and his high expectations in the standard of written work. These written expectations provided 
many Old Boys with a grounding to  prepare essays and reports for university and in the workplace. Richard coached 
the 2nd XV, organised third-form camps and took many students on History trips.


