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I would like to start by farewelling and thanking four special people for their contribution to New Plymouth Boys’ 

High School over the last few years: 

Leigh Sampson, former BOT Chair and on the board for six years. Thank you for your sacrifice and commitment 

to New Plymouth Boys’ High School. 

Mr Scott Anderson - also six years on the BOT, and the last three as deputy chair - your work and support for 

Leigh, your knowledge of the construction industry, and sharing the property committee are essential skills that 

every board needs; we were very lucky to have you for as long as we did. Thank you Scott. 

Mr Brent Matuku: thank you for your three years of service to the Hostel, Property, and Discipline Committees. 

You have all left big shoes to fill and I am grateful to have such an excellent Board of Trustees for the next three 

years. 

To our 10th Headmaster, Mr Paul Verić, I would be remiss to not mention you here. Although only here for four-

and-a-half years, you did ten years of work during that time. The reason the school is in such a strong position 

academically, culturally, sporting, financially, and has a strongly-performing hostel, is all down to your 

commitment and passion. Not many people in the world, if any, can say that they have excelled as a student, 

head boy, staff member, and also the headmaster, of a top school - very impressive. Thank you again. 

I would like to cover some of the highlights this year: 

The opening of our “Wharenui” Kokiri Te Reo; what a special building for our young men to be proud of and right 

in the heart of the school. It is very fitting to have such an impressive building to show our commitment to 

Maori and our students here at New Plymouth Boys’ High School. 

Huia and our ‘Something for Nothing’ project; what a significant and valuable gift to the community you all gave. 

What a special showing of solidarity and commitment to our community. Not only did we give back for one day, 

many of you have continued throughout the year and helped in your own time. Well done young men. As I have 

said many times, not all of us are from a privileged background, but we are all privileged to go to New Plymouth 

Boys’ High School. Thank you to the staff, leaders, and students for your work here; also to Mrs Goodall who is 

the driving force behind Huia. 

Our weekly full school assemblies are such an important part of our tradition as well as giving you the 

opportunity to hear guest speakers with valuable messages. As an example, having Mike King ONZM come 

and talk to you all about mental health, the need to help and support each other, the fact that we all get down, 

and that we struggle at some stages of life. We need to remember that when it is not going as positively or as 

well as we had hoped, that life will get better and there are people out there who care and want to be there for 

us and each other. Just as importantly, Mike’s message was also about, when we feel great, then make sure 

we help those in need, as we would like and need a hand at some stage. A great message. 

We were also privileged to hear Brad Smeele, a world champion barefoot water-skier who broke his neck 

completing a double back-flip. He was the first in the world to complete this trick, and it was just his second 

time of attempting it when he had his accident. Brad went from being a world-class athlete, to fighting for his 

life and being told that he would never walk again. What an arresting message he brought us: when you are at 

the lowest of lows, there is always a silver lining to the cloud. We can always make something positive if we 

have the right people surrounding us.   

To continue on with our mental health theme - I was so proud of our Armed Forces class, who emailed me and 

our guidance team to ask us to show the “Take a Stance Against Silence” video and have this as a theme for 

an assembly. We did, and what a great response from you young men. 

You as young people, grow up in a time where we as adults have no true understanding of what that is like. The 

scrutiny and pressure is so different. So many people say to me “How do you deal with teenagers these days? 



 

 

They have no respect, no manners, and no resilience”. I challenge them: look at the empathy, honestly, not 

accepting poor behaviour, and their ability to care so much about each other. Look at the hostel boys’ video we 

posted on Facebook about mental health - 8,500 views in a week. Very special. 

I would like to thank our pastoral support team for the work they do behind the scenes on behalf of our students 

and parents. From Deans to Senior House Leaders, mentors both pastoral and academic, Learning Support 

Team and Huia teachers. Then there are our wonderful guidance counsellors. The work you get through on a 

daily basis - wow! The support for our community to help make life better for others everyday, while very 

rewarding is also very draining. We thank you. 

I would like to acknowledge all new staff. We have had many excellent additions to our team this year. 

I would also like to acknowledge all staff who have left in 2019: Mrs Crow, Mr Turner, Mr Hill, and Mr Wild - we 

wish you all well in your retirement and you are all welcome back here at any time. Hopefully we can talk you 

all into relieving at some stage. 

We also farewell Miss Healy after ten years of service, and Mrs Twigley. 

Mrs Haylock and Mrs Dent are on maternity leave. Good luck, to Mrs Dowman and Mrs Hichman. 

Thank you all for your hard work and commitment to New Plymouth Boys’ High School. 

Thank you to Heath Parkes, our BOT student representative. Heath, you were the supreme professional and 

tirelessly dedicated to your role. 

Rowan Cole takes over from Heath and I know he will add his own style to the position and do a great job. 

We have had a very strong top-six student leadership team this year. I would like to thank the heads of houses 

who have all performed their roles with distinction. 

Particular mention must go to Daniel Foss who has been outstanding in his role of head boarder. Daniel, on a 

personal note, thank you for your honesty, loyalty, and extremely high standards. Yours are massive shoes to 

fill. Well done. You have represented the hostel and the school with mana and integrity. 

To our high-performing deputy head boy, Lewis Park. I will miss your positivity, creativity, energy. and humour, 

no matter the event. I wish you well for the future. 

Our head boy, Zac Drinkwater - what a great year you have had. To be an elite athlete and national champion, a 

top scholar, and also the head boy is an impressive feat for anyone. You have set the bar high and what a great 

challenge for next year’s head boy. Good luck and we look forward to seeing you at New Plymouth Boys’ High 

School in the future. 

While we are farewelling many students, it is the parents and families we also farewell and I want to say 

sincerely “Thank you”. I know for many of you, it is emotional and quite hard to believe that your formal 

association with the school might be coming to an end. 

A thank you to the students, staff, parents, and whanau of New Plymouth Boys’ High School. You all have a very 

important part to play in the success of our school. Without everyone’s input and commitment we would not 

be where we are today. 

Thank you to the young men of New Plymouth Boys’ High School, the staff, and community, for making 2019 

a great year. 

ĀNEI TE WHAKATAUKI E KĪ RĀ: 

‘’KIA TŪ, HEI TAUIRA!” 

Sam Moore 

Headmaster  

 

 

 

 


