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Introduction
Welcome to this version of Back Through the Gates. The school started 
2020 with a roll of over 1350 boys and a waiting list for the boarding 
houses - the largest school roll for some time. 

In this edition, we profile our 11th Headmaster Mr Sam Moore as he enters 
his second year in charge. We also farewell several long-serving staff 
members, including Richard (Tich) Turner, an Old Boy in the 1960s who 
started his teaching at the school in the mid-1970s. 

We have also included a section profiling Old Boy businesses that have 
generously supported their old school.  Their sponsorship supports and 
provides opportunities to the current students at the school.

This newsletter is written during the COVID-19 Lockdown. We are currently 
unaware when we will physically be back within the walls of the school and 
if or when we can start our sporting and cultural programme. Teaching 
online does provide its challenges. It is at this time the students realise the 
importance of comradeship in our school crest, as they miss the social side 
of their learning.

If you, or a group of your peers would like to see your old school, please 
contact myself or Glynda and it would be our pleasure to show you around 
once the Covid-19 governmental recommendations allow.

Hugh Russell

Director of Business Development and Communication
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For more information and Old Boys enquiries, please contact:

Glynda Malley Hugh Russell
Old Boys Liaison Director of Business Development
ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz hugh.russell@npbhs.school.nz
027 855 7779

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH US:

We want to hear 
from you!
To inspire our readers and recognise your 
accomplishments since you left NPBHS, we 
would like to feature your story in one of our 
upcoming newsletters.  

Please drop us an email to:

Glynda Malley
Old Boys Liaison
ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz
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TOP 6 LEADERS:

BROOKLYN GREER-ATKINS
Head Boy
Brooklyn went to Huntly School and then attended 
Marton Intermediate School. He is a member of our 
2nd XV Rugby Team, and hopes to make the 1st 
XV Rugby team in 2020. He enjoys surfing in his 
spare time. Brooklyn is a popular student amongst 
his peers. He is a proud student and exemplifies 
the high standards at New Plymouth Boys’ High 
School. He is planning on attending university once 
he leaves school.

 
FLETCHER FERGUSON
Deputy Head Boy
Fletcher went to Oakura School from Years 1 - 8. 
He is a member of the school golf team and enjoys 
basketball, table-tennis and going to the beach in 
his spare time. Fletcher’s aspirations for 2020 are 
to meet new people and to get to know as many 
students at school as possible. He aims to have a 
fun and enjoyable 2020. He hopes to gain Level 3 
with Excellence endorsement. 

KAIA ORMSBY
Head of Barak House
Kaia went to Fitzroy Primary School and then 
attended Highlands Intermediate School. He is a 
member of the cross country and triathlon team, 
Kapa Haka group, and enjoys playing rugby. Kaia 
aims to lead Barak to more wins in the house 
competitions in 2020 and to take on new challenges, 
putting himself outside his comfort zone.

 

JONE ROVA
Head of Syme House
Jone went to Ngakonui Primary School and then 
Devon Intermediate School. He is a member of the 
1st XV Rugby and Senior A Volleyball teams. Jone 
aspires to do his absolute best both academically 
and in his respective sports at school. He has 
set a challenge for 2020 to lead Syme to back-to-
back House Championships. Jone is planning on 
attending university once he leaves school.

KIERAN DEEGAN
Head of Donnelly House
Kieran attended Frankley School and then High-
lands Intermediate. He likes going on adventures 
with his mates and doing adrenaline activities. He 
hopes to be the captain of the 1st XI football team in 
2020 and for Donnelly to win all of the house com-
petitions. He is planning on attending university 
once he leaves school.

ROWAN SLATER
Head of Hatherly House and Head Boarder
Rowan went to Toko Primary School from Years 1 
- 8. He is the captain of the 1st XV Rugby team and 
enjoys farming in his spare time. He aims to make 
sure the boys all have a great year,  and he is looking 
forward to leading the hostel in 2020.  Rowan hopes 
to finish top of AgriBusiness in 2020.

Congratulations to our 2020 Student Leadership Team

Mr Sam Moore
In 2019 Sam Moore was appointed New Plymouth Boys’ High School’s 11th Headmaster after 
succeeding Paul Verić. Sam started at the school in 2015 when he was appointed Director of 
Boarding, and in 2018 he was promoted to the position of Deputy Headmaster. 

Sam is a Taranaki boy, born and bred in South Taranaki, and he completed his secondary education 
in Upper Hutt at St Patrick’s College Silverstream where he played for the 1st V Basketball and 1st XV 
Rugby teams. He played against New Plymouth Boys High School’s 1st XV in his final year. 

In 2005, he entered the education profession as a hostel master and then Director of Boarding at 
Feilding High School. As a qualified builder he taught workshop technology. He is an accomplished 
rugby player, playing provincial level rugby in New Zealand and earning a professional contract in the 
UK. He is involved in selecting and coaching the New Zealand Secondary School Rugby side and the 
NZ U20s.

Sam is married to Tania, who teaches English at the school and they have three primary-aged children. 

As he has just completed his first year at the helm of New Plymouth Boys’ High School, he looks 
to build on our mission of “Be the Example”. Sam is committed to providing a meaningful and 
engaging holistic learning experience for boys that allows them the opportunity to ‘Be the Example’ 
academically, culturally, and in sport.

INTRODUCING OUR 11TH HEADMASTER:

Old Boys are an essential part of the school community and if you are one, please take the opportunity to 
introduce yourself to Sam at Old Boys’ meetings, reunions and field days or contact him via email.

keepstopstart@npbhs.school.nz

mailto:keepstopstart@npbhs.school.nz


RETIREMENT:

MRS PAULINE CROW
Pauline joined New Plymouth Boys’ High 
School in 1991 as a part-time teacher 
of Social Studies. During the 28 years 
she taught at the school she moved into 
teaching Business Studies to Year 13 level. 
She has been involved with students in 
businesses who have gained places in 
the Young Enterprise finals in Wellington. 
Pauline’s warmth and caring nature, both 
for the boys in her class, and her teaching 
colleagues, made her very approachable.  
While at school she was involved with 
the school squash team and rowing and 
would spend many hours offering students 
support in tutorials. Pauline retires to 
become an active grandmother.

MR RICHARD TURNER
Richard “Titch” Turner, who retired at the end of term two last year, gave over forty years of 
service to Boys’ High and its students. Richard ably led the Biology department for some 
years as head of department. He was also Syme housemaster for an extended period, and 
in charge of buses. The school surfing and snowboarding teams also thrived under his 
involvement. Past pupils will remember Richard as a genuine person with an interest in his 
subject and his students. He developed field trips for senior Biology students that introduced 
boys to a wide range of experiences including scuba-diving. Richard was a wonderful 
colleague in the Science faculty. A quick wit and an understated sense of humour helped him 
through the trials of teaching, as did a genuine concern for his students. In the staff-room 
he was supportive, good-natured, and direct. He is missed by all of us in the science faculty. 

MR CES HILL
For 20 years Ces has taught Visual Art 
at Boys’ High. His depth of knowledge, 
coupled with his enjoyment of connecting 
with students, has enabled him to create 
opportunities for student engagement and 
purposeful creative learning. Photography 
is Ces’s passion and the subject he has 
loved to teach within Art. At school events, 
Ces was often behind the camera capturing 
epic sporting moments or a handshake at a 
presentation. 
Ces has immersed himself in extracurricular 
activities including rugby, BMX, skiing, 
sailing, and school camps and his superb 
organisational skills have been put to good 
use. Ces’s friendly smile will be missed and 
we would like to thank him for all he has 
done for our tauira and school and wish 
him all the best in his retirement.

MR RICHARD WILD
Richard has been at the school for thirty 
years after moving to Taranaki from the 
Kapiti Coast. Richard has been HOD of 
Social Studies and more recently HOD 
History.  His teaching will be remembered 
for the historic tales he could recount with 
passion, and his high expectations in the 
standard of written work. These written 
expectations provided many Old Boys with 
a grounding to  prepare essays and reports 
for university and in the workplace. Richard 
coached the 2nd XV, organised third-form 
camps and took many students on History 
trips.

Farewell to our long-serving 
staff at NPBHS

We wish you all the very best 
for your retirements!



FROM THE ARCHIVES:

Spanish influenza - 1918 Taranakian extract
During the influenza epidemic the boys remaining in the Houses, some 48 in number 
proceeded to the mountain. They occupied the old house and the cottage and managed 
to make very comfortable quarters for themselves. Prefects and orderlies for each were 
appointed, and some very fair talent in the cooking line was discovered. Unfortunately, it 
was wet most of the time, so excursions were limited, but on the few fine days glissading, 
climbing and exploring in the gorges in full swing.

The only difficulty lay in the commissariat department, for appetites were distinctly good and 
transport owing to the disease in town, distinctly bad. However, all had a very good time and 
the object of the trip, freedom from the flu, was achieved.

We were compelled to cease work on November 6th and finally decided on medical advice 
to close down for the year. As a result, Prize night, Sports meeting, Sports Dinner, and all the 
usual School functions of the year-end have had to be abandoned.

The Polio Pandemic - 1948 Taranakian extract
The school opened on March 1st with a total roll of 731, which includes 30 preparatory boys. 
273 boarders were residing at the school's boarding establishment and 458-day boys. 

The decision not to reopen school's on the usual date owing to the polio epidemic was hailed 
with delight by the pupils and secretly, we suspect, by the masters. Later, when it was decided 
that work would proceed via correspondence, enthusiasm waned.

Masters returned to school at the statutory date and were soon plunged into work more 
suited to postal officials. Set up along the south wall of the assembly hall were sorting boards 
marked with numbers and a compartment for each pupil. In these compartments went the 
assignments to be dispatched. The returned assignments were sorted into subjects and 
each master had a locker in the hall, while on a blackboard with his name was written the 
subjects and forms he took. When marked, the papers were checked by form masters and 
returned to the pupils. Although requiring considerable organisation, the system functioned 
smoothly, but few, either masters or boys, were sorry when school resumed.

We have been here before...

COVID-19 PANDEMIC: 2020

The Prime Minister announced on Monday, March 23rd that the School would go into 
lockdown within 48 hours. The school closed, boarders sent home to their bubble and the 
two-week holiday brought forward. Twenty international students remained in the boarding 
houses, supervised and cared for by boarding staff. They had a larger bubble than most with 
access to the school facilities. Only one International decided to take a repatriation flight 
home.

School started after the Easter break via distance/online learning via Google classroom. 
Students have scheduled work on the day of the lesson and staff were able to monitor the 
students work in real time. The distance learning continued for four weeks.

 

2020 International students - locked down in boarding

In 2019 third-generation Old Boys 
WR Phillips very generously 
supported the school with the 
provision of two school vans. 
In 2020 we developed the 
relationship further with a new 
van and two new cars.

SPONSORSHIP:

Neil Phillips 1949 - 1952
Paul Phillips 1977 - 1981
Ryan Phillips 2005 - 2009
Jared Phillips 2012 - 2016

VW Crafter & VW Caravelle

Subaru Forester

Mitsubishi  Outlander

VW Crafter
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https://www.wrphillips.co.nz/


Wharenui - Kōkiri Te Reo
In 2019, New Plymouth Boys’ High School has seen the culmination of a number of Ministry 
of Education building projects. The building that was known by older old boys as the School 
Library, then as a Year 13 common room, and 
even as a dormitory for Carrington House,  has 
now been strengthened and refurbished. This 
now becomes the “Wharenui - Kōkiri Te Reo” 
for the school. It was great to have our local iwi, 
kaumatua, and old boys support our kura at its 
opening at the start of Term 4, 2019.

The gym changing rooms and classrooms have 
undergone a substantial upgrade because they 
were identified as a leaky building. The new 
facility has upgraded changing rooms and new 
refurbished classrooms. 

AROUND THE SCHOOL:

STAY CONNECTED.   
FOLLOW US.

Gully Terraces
The idea of a sporting amphitheatre was generated by the Headmaster Mr Pridham over 100 
years ago. The effort of the boys, staff and local community during the 1920s created the 
best schoolboy ground in New Zealand. Over the years, there has been some wear and tear 
of the terraces. To preserve the terraces, the current board have committed to retaining areas 
of the terraces where erosion has been taking place.

Mr Darryl Leath
After 27 years of loyal service to the New 
Plymouth Boys’ High School, Mr Darryl 
Leath left NPBHS at the start of 2020. Darryl 
has opted to undertake retraining leave to 
further study and upskill for his future in 
education. Darryl has served the school 
tirelessly and was respected for always 
placing the students first. Darryl has had a 
huge impact on our young men, not only as 
a teacher of Physics but as a dean, coach, 
manager and most recently, assistant 
principal and director of curriculum and 
academic performance. We wish him all 
the very best for his future.

FAREWELL:

Congratulations to Syme 
House for winning the 
2020 House event and to 
the winners of each of 
the age groups.
Junior: Jack Keller, Yr 10 
Intermediate: Josh Thorburn, Yr 11
Senior: Lachlan Moles, Yr 12

SWIMMING SPORTS:

SPONSORSHIP:

https://www.npbhs.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/NPBHSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/newplymouthboyshighschool/
https://npbhs.apps.school.nz/install/


Congratulations to Syme House for winning the House event Congratulations to Syme House for winning the House event 
and to the athletes who excelled throughout the day. and to the athletes who excelled throughout the day. 

Special mention of Liam Pavier breaking the Intermediate Shot Put Record!Special mention of Liam Pavier breaking the Intermediate Shot Put Record!

OLD BOY NEWS:

Fraser Bremner
Congratulations to one of our itinerant 
music staff and Old Boy, Fraser Bremner, 
who has been named in the percussion 
section of the NZ National Brass Band (one 
of the very best in the world). Fraser has 
also had two of his original compositions 
selected as test pieces for the NZBBA 
championships in 2020. We are very proud 
of Fraser’s musical achievements here at 
NPBHS, and we also feel very lucky to have 
him teaching our ākonga. Well done!

2020 ATHLETIC DAY RESULTS:

Thank you to our 2020 
Old Boys Sponsors!

Old Boys... download our FREE 
School App today to keep in touch 
with upcoming events, links, and 
more!

If you would like to sponsor a 
school team, sport or activity, please 

get in touch with us!

Andrew Darke
(1981-1985)

87 Regan Street
Stratford
06 765 6178
cmk.co.nz

Grant Aitken and Cam Twigley 
(1989-1993)

179 Courtenay Street
New Plymouth 4310
06 759 5040 
btw.co.nz

Todd Wolfe 
(1985-1989)

283 Devon St West
New Plymouth
06 759 2393
bounceback.co.nz
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FROM THE PHOTO ARCHIVES:

OLD BOYS COMMITTEE 2020:

Patron                                                       Lyal French-Wright
President                                                  Aaron Lock
Senior-vice President                            Matt Cleaver
Junior-vice President                            Jamie Stones
Immediate Past President                    Philip Armstrong
Treasurer                                                 Peter Darney
Secretary                                                  Grant Hassall
Headmaster’s Representative              Reid Archer

STAY CONNECTED.   FOLLOW US.
Click here for FacebookClick here for website

1989 Boarders' 
Reunion

Standing L to R: Karl Collins, Willy Muir, Campbell Feather, James 
Alldridge, Warren Campbell, Andrew Bean, Kelvin Coley, Gordon 
Jamieson, Bryce Herbert, Ben Hutchinson (obscured by Abe 
Chamberlain), Jon Morgan (behind) and Aaron Morgan.
Seated L to R: Richard Young, Mark Urwin, Nick Miskelly, Lloyd 
Percival, Bevin Coley and Hamish Bryant.
Absent: Simon Lees, Glen Ewington, Jonathan Willan and Peter Van 
Praagh were all in bed still.

NPBHS ONLINE SHOP:
From beanies to supporters’ jackets, books to cuff-links. Check out our Online Shop 
for your memorabilia from NPBHS today!

Fast and free delivery on all items within NZ.

Huia Cuff Links

Grey Hoodie - Click and Collect

ONLINE

SHOP

In October 2019, the Moyes and Carrington Year 9 students from 
1989 returned and reminisced about their day in boarding.

OLD BOYS MEMBERSHIP:
If you pay the annual Old Boys membership of $20.00, 
you will receive a hard copy of this bi-annual newsletter 
posted to you.

Post $20.00 with name and address to:

NPBHS OB Liaison
Private Bag 2028
NEW PLYMOUTH
 
or pay through the ONLINE SHOP:
https://npbhs-onlineshop.shopdesq.com/
npbhsonlineshop

or email for more information:
Glynda Malley
ob.liaison@npbhs.school.nz

https://npbhs-onlineshop.shopdesq.com/npbhsonlineshop
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WE’RE SOCIAL  follow us on your favourite social media sites.

npbhs.school.nz Instagram NPBHSchool School App
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