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I hope you have all enjoyed your fi rst week of Alert Level 1 and the 
increased freedom it has provided. The movement to Alert Level 1 has
produced no signifi cant changes to what we are doing, and the school 
will continue to be safe to attend.

The boys have settled back into the routines of school life and the
staff have been busy ensuring that the boys are catching up on their
academic programmes. We have also rescheduled the sporting and
cultural calendar to ensure that we can provide the students at NPBHS
some of these opportunities to perform on stage or the sports fi eld.

For some whānau, there will be some challenging times ahead as the 
economic effect of COVID-19 hits the Taranaki economy.  Your son’s
education is a partnership between the school and whanau, and if your
son needs support please contact the guidance team, his Huia Rōpū
teacher, or his Dean or House Leader.

I look forward to reconnecting with our school community at some of 
the upcoming events.

Ngā mihi

Sam Moore
Headmaster
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FRANCIS DOUGLAS MEMORIAL COLLEGE

Date: Tuesday 21 July
Venue: Francis Douglas Memorial College
Teams involved: 1st XI Football, 1st V Basketball, 
and 1st XV Rugby.

WELLINGTON COLLEGE

Date: Sunday 26 - Monday 27 July 
Venue: Wellington College
Teams involved: 1st XI Hockey, 1st XI Football,
1st V Basketball, and Golf.

UPCOMING INTER-SCHOOL EXCHANGES:

https://www.npbhs.school.nz/
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Super 8 Cultural
Festival
Mr Davies, in association with the other Cultural 
Directors of the Super 8, is looking at scheduling this opportunity 
for our artists to perform in September. The venue and the exact 
date are to be confi rmed.

Sport and
Cultural Period
From Thursday, 18 June, Period 5 will
become ‘Sports and Cultural period’.
SCP allows students to partake in sports
and cultural practices and those who are 
not involved will have supervised study. 

Assemblies and
Huia Rōpū
We will reintroduce school assemblies from Monday 15 June.
Monday will start with a full school assembly at 8.40am in Ryder
Hall and Fridays will be House assemblies. These assemblies will
start at 8.40am and attendance is compulsory.

Huia Rōpū will continue to take place on Tuesdays and Wednesday
at 8.40am.

Preventing COVID-19
At Alert Level 1 it is expected that all children should be back,
attending school. If your child is not attending due to COVID-19,
please make contact with us.

At Alert Level 1 we will continue with:
• Staying at home if you are sick.
• Washing and drying hands.
• Correct coughing and sneezing etiquette.
• Cleaners regularly cleaning and disinfecting.
• Staff offering hand sanitiser before each lesson.

Connect with us!

The school website has a lot of helpful information about the 
school. Keep up to date with daily events on our Facebook page,
and for happenings around the school, follow us on Instagram!

2020 Changes
The NZ Qualifi cations Authority have made some changes
to NCEA in 2020 introducing learning recognition credits
to the 2020 qualifi cation. A Level 1 student can earn one 
learning recognition credit for every fi ve credits gained, up
to a maximum of 10.  Level 2 and 3 students can earn one
learning recognition credit for every fi ve credits gained, up to a
maximum of 8. 

Please click here to see a summary of the NCEA and
University changes.

Academic Programme
Many parents and boys will be concerned about the learning 
lost during the COVID-19 lockdown. We are confi dent we will
have suffi cient teaching time to teach the pre-COVID academic 
programme. The following changes have been made.

• Sports and Cultural period has been postponed until Thursday,
18 June, providing an extra teaching period for the last four
weeks.

• Huia Rōpū has been delayed until Term 3 providing an additional 
teaching period each week.

• The school cancelled the teacher-only day providing an extra day
teaching before Queen’s Birthday weekend.

• There will be fewer interruptions to the school day caused by 
inter-school sporting and cultural fi xtures.

• The NCEA exams will start six days later on 16 November,
providing an extra week of teaching time.

https://www.npbhs.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NCEA-Changes.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/NPBHSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/newplymouthboyshighschool/
https://www.npbhs.school.nz/
https://npbhs.apps.school.nz/install/


The Year 13 school ball will now 
be on Saturday, 8 August in 
Ryder Hall.

School Ball

Tournament Week
Monday 31 August - Friday 4 September

The New Zealand Secondary Schools Winter Tournament Week is 
the pinnacle of the sporting season for many teams. Unfortunately
the national tournaments organised by sports organisations have
been cancelled. The Super 8 schools will provide Junior and Senior
competitions in hockey, football and basketball, U14 and U15 rugby
and a premier badminton tournament.  The cross country Super 8
will take place the week before Winter Tournament Week. 

For venues and pools, please click here.

Offering Kiwi hospitality to
International Students
During the lockdown, nearly all of our international students
remained in New Zealand. Twenty of them stayed within the
boarding house, supervised by boarding staff. With the upcoming
July holidays, we would like to place some of these boys with me of these boy
school families to experience Kiwi hospitality. There is a generousnerous
payment to cover food and lodging. 

Please contact Glynda at the school for further information
homestay@npbhs.school.nz.

Local Sporting
Competitions
Basketball

The NPBHS Social Basketball competition will commence
on Friday, 12 June.

Taranaki Secondary Schools competition start on Monday, 
22 June.

Football

The senior competition with the 1st and 2nd XI  started on
Saturday, June 6th with victories over Eltham FC and the 
junior competition will start this Saturday, 13 June.

Hockey

The senior competition with the 1st and 2nd XI started 
this weekend (12-13 June) and the Secondary School
competition will begin at the beginning of Term 3, with 
games on Tuesday and Thursday nights.

Rugby

The Taranaki Rugby Union Secondary School competition
will start at the beginning of Term 3. The 1st and 2nd XV
will be having pre-season games this term with the Super 8
starting in Term 3.

mailto:homestay@npbhs.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/NPBHSchool/photos/a.362515080448632/3284627321570712/?type=3&theater
https://www.npbhs.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Super-8-Events-Calendar-long-version-3.pdf


Follow us on your favourite social media sites.

npbhs.school.nz  |  offi ce@npbhs.school.nz  |  06 758 5399

How to get in touch!

Super 8 Rugby
Championship
The 1st and 2nd XV will compete in the Super 8 Rugby Championship from the start 
of Term 3. There will be no midweek games, and all the games will take place on a
Saturday. The competition will fi nish with a semi-fi nal and fi nal.

For venues and dates, please click here.
Pridham Live
Concert
A concert highlighting some of the artistic 
talents at NPBHS will take place in Pridham 
Hall towards the end of this term. Details 
will be provided on Facebook and Instagram
closer to the time.

FROM THE ARCHIVES:

We have been here before...
Spanish influenza - 1918 Taranakian extract

During the influenza epidemic the boys remaining in the Houses, some 48 in 
number proceeded to the mountain. They occupied the old house and the cottage 
and managed to make very comfortable quarters for themselves. Prefects and 
orderlies for each were appointed, and some very fair talent in the cooking line 
was discovered. Unfortunately, it was wet most of the time, so excursions were 
limited, but on the few fi ne days glissading, climbing and exploring in the gorges 
in full swing.

The only diffi culty lay in the commissariat department, for appetites were distinctly 
good and transport owing to the disease in town, distinctly bad. However, all had 
a very good time and the object of the trip, freedom from the flu, was achieved.

We were compelled to cease work on November 6th and fi nally decided on 
medical advice to close down for the year. As a result, Prize night, Sports meeting, 
Sports Dinner, and all the usual School functions of the year-end have had to be 
abandoned.

The Polio Pandemic - 1948 Taranakian extract

The school opened on March 1st with a total roll of 731, which includes 
30 preparatory boys. 273 boarders were residing at the school’s boarding 
establishment and 458-day boys.

The decision not to reopen school’s on the usual date owing to the polio epidemic 
was hailed with delight by the pupils and secretly, we suspect, by the masters. Later, 
when it was decided that work would proceed via correspondence, enthusiasm 
waned.

Masters returned to school at the statutory date and were soon plunged into work 
more suited to postal offi cials. Set up along the south wall of the assembly hall 
were sorting boards marked with numbers and a compartment for each pupil. 
In these compartments went the assignments to be dispatched. The returned 
assignments were sorted into subjects and each master had a locker in the hall, 
while on a blackboard with his name was written the subjects and forms he 
took. When marked, the papers were checked by form masters and returned to 
the pupils. Although requiring considerable organisation, the system functioned 
smoothly, but few, either masters or boys, were sorry when school resumed.

Thank you to our 
2020 Sponsors!

https://www.npbhs.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Super-8-Rugby-Season-Schedule-Covid-19-Changes-1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/NPBHSchool/
https://npbhs.apps.school.nz/install/
https://www.instagram.com/newplymouthboyshighschool/
http://www.npbhs.school.nz/
http://www.npbhs.school.nz/
mailto:office@npbhs.school.nz
https://www.npbhs.school.nz/

